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Who signed the 
death warrant for a 
generation? 


Herod’s guru puts his 
case. Mary’s cousin, 
the shepherds’ boss 
and Joseph’s friend tell 4 
their stories. Four very j 
different views of a 
momentous birth. 
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WE BRING GOOD NEWS 



I am with 
you always’ 

God has not simply wound up the universe and gone away says the 

Bishop of Oxford, Richard Harries in his Christmas message 


ONE of the insights of our time is that 
God has given the world a real indepen- 
dence. Indeed, this is what it means to be 
created, to have a life of our own. This 
applies to nature. As has been said, God 
doesn’t just make the world he does 
something much more wonderful, he 
makes the world make itself. Above all it 
applies to us, in whom this indepen- 
dence becomes conscious. 

The trouble with this insight i£ that it 
can lead to the idea that God has simply 
thrown everything in the arena to slug it 
out, whilst he himself stands back. 
Certainly during the last century and 
even now in our own time, the terrible 
evils which we human beings have per- 
petrated can make us feel that God has 
simply wound the universe up and then 
gone away. But as Christians we pro- 
claim another insight of even greater 
importance. 

In the book of Isaiah there is a myste- 
rious sentence ‘Therefore the Lord him- 
self shall give you a sign: the young 
woman is with child, and she will bear a 


son, and will call him Immanuel’ (Isaiah 
7 y 15). This verse is quoted by St 
Matthew as an angel foretells the birth 
of Jesus ‘And he shall be called 
Emmanuel’, a name which means ‘God 
is with us’ (Matthew 1, 23). This theme 
of God being with us is very important 
to the writer of that gospel. It ends with 
the risen Christ saying to his disciples 
‘And be assured, I am with you always, 
to the end of time’ ( Matthew 28, 20). 
Furthermore the God who is with us is 
the God who has made himself accessi- 
ble in human terms, in the heart and 
mind of Jesus. Hg is with us as one who 
understands us and stands alongside us 
in all our doubts and difficulties.. Indeed, 
he is not only with us but he is for us. 
And as St Paul said, if God is for us then 
everything that seems to be against us, 
death for example, is seen in a totally 
new light (Romans 8, 31-39). 

In Jesus God is with us and for us. May 
that truth give us all a truly blessed 
Christmas. 



VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

The Oxford Diocesan Communications Department have commissioned this internet card from The DOOR'S designer, 
David Salmon. To send it follow the instructions on the the Diocesan website www.oxford.anglican/cards There are 
also two cards for children by Simon Smith, our former cartoonist. One is in full colour or there is line art version to 
print out and colour yourself. The cards are free but you could always send a donation to your favourite charity. 

TO HELP THE CHILDREN OF BETHLEHEM SEE PAGE 5 
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Opinion 



in brief 


Letters to a struggling Church 

Two thousand years ago Paul wrote his letters to the early Christian churches. Now Chris Neal, Diocesan Director of 
Evangelisation invites you to prayerfully consider extracts from four letters to encourage the Church of today 


FIFTEEN people from around 
the Oxford Diocese recently 
met for a three-day consultation 
at Offa House, Offchurch. The 
group consisted of ordained 
and unordained from different 
traditions and theological under- 
standing, those in a recognis- 
able form of full-time ministry, 
and those seeking to develop a 
full-time Christian discipleship 
and ministry, particularly in the 
work place. 

The group was concerned to 
listen for God’s Spirit, and 
through prayer, an openness to 
his word and to each other 
through the building of commu- 
nity, to discover something of 
God’s heart for his church in 
the Third Millennium. By the 
end of the second day there 
was a unity (or community) 
which was tangible. Tears were 
shed as people sought to 
express and birth the new thing 
that God is calling us into, even 
though as yet there is no clear 
understanding of it. As part of 
the process it was suggested 
that people, working in groups, 
write letters to the Church. The 
following are simply offered for 
your prayerful consideration. 
Chris Neal 

1 I know your hunger 

I love you and I will hold your 
hand as you struggle. I have 
opened a door and nothing can 
shut it. Don’t be afraid. Spend 
time with people. Share deeply 


with one another in prayer. 
Discover the talents you have. 
Teach well. Serve humbly. 

2 To the angel of the 
church, inherited and 
emerging write: Here are 
the words of the True 
Resurrection, the One who 
brings life out of death; I know 
your deeds - I poured out 
molten gold on you, but you 
have chosen to contain it with- 
in high walls. With all my rich- 
es, yet you have a spirit of 
poverty and are more con- 
cerned with living than with 
life. And yet, O remnant, I say 
I love you even though you are 
dying. I am breaking down the 
walls and am pouring out my 
gold in new ways. If you learn 
to live as a church without 
walls, rediscovering your first 
love, dependent on me, trans- 
parent and vulnerable, I will be 
with you - don’t be afraid. 

3 Greetings in the Lord, 

Grace to you and peace. We cel- 
ebrate the sense of God work- 
ing with us in the past, present 
and future. God has been active 
and we pray for his guidance as 
we move forward to a new mil- 
lennium. May we learn again 
the way of the Cross, of love, 
openness, vulnerability and 
risk. We would appeal especial- 
ly to those who are in leader- 
ship amongst us, that we learn 
afresh the way of servant lead- 
ership modelled by Jesus. 



‘Reclaim Christmas for the 
Christian Church!’ is the theme 
of this year’s Churches’ 
Advertising Network campaign 
aimed at non-church goers. 

May we be recognised as peo- 
ple who listen, affirm, care, 
and provide prophetic, vision- 
ary leadership. May we listen 
to what God is saying about 
new ways of being church. In 
doing this, may we reveal a 
sense of being open to the 
Spirit and his guidance in the 
areas that may be new and 
challenging. In Christian love 
and obedience. 

4 Dear Friends in God. 

We came to engage with God’s 
word, to worship, pray and lis- 
ten to where God might be lead- 
ing his Church in this period of 
transition and uncertainty. 

God through his Holy Spirit is 
calling us into a time of renew- 
al as his world goes through an 


electronic and cultural revolu- 
tion. In our time together we 
learnt anew the significance of 
the cross; that Jesus died and 
rose again so that we might 
meet the risen Christ. . . As the 
Church, we carry the cross 
knowing that Jesus is with us 
on the journey through change. 

In the context of our rapidly 
changing world the Church, in 
following Jesus who was both 
a servant and a leader, is called 
to provide prophetic and 
visionary leadership. Such 
leadership will provide a new 
sense of hope and an experi- 
ence of God working in the 
world, through the risen Christ 
and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Listening and discerning 
God’s will and direction 
through prayerful contempla- 
tion and immersion in the 
Holy Scriptures has to be the 
basis for us all as God’s ser- 
vants in his world. 

As the Church emerges into 
this new millennium let us be 
renewed by God to be the light 
of the world, through prayer 
and living the Biblical values of 
prophetic truth, love, service 
and leadership. 

• Saturday , 24 March 2001 
‘Building The Church in the Work 
Place’ 10am to 4pm, St Mary's, 
Thame. Speakers: Dr Bill Bolton and 
the Revd Ken Barnes; cost £10. To 
book contact Evangelism Office, 
Thame Barns Centre, Church Road, 
Thame, Oxon. 0X9 3AJ or speak to 
Katrina: 01844 216097. Email 
katr i na@stmarys. psa-on I i ne.com 



Solidarity with the homeless 

Members of the Shelswell Benefice youth group from north 
Oxfordshire are pictured trying out their cardboard shelters in 
Fringford village hall before sleeping out for part of a pouring 
J wet night to raise money for the Oxford Night Shelter. Left to 
I right: Eleanor Long, Emma Andrews, Natalie Harwood, Emma 
§? Ramsey. Eight members of the Hakuna Matata group, ranging 
| in age from 12 to 18, took part in the mini-sleep out and said 
| prayers by candlelight for the homeless. In the Oxford 
i Sleepout, 70 people spent another wet night on 18 November 
in St Clement’s Churchyard to raise money for the homeless. 


Bishop’s Chaplain moves up 


The Bishop of Oxford is los- 
ing his popular chaplain, the 
Revd Dr Edmund Newell to 
St Paul’ s Cathedral. At the 
age of 39 he has been 
appointed to a Residentiary 
Canonry of St Paul’s in suc- 
cession to Canon Michael 
Saward. 

Ed, who is married to Susan, 
has a background in economic 
history and was a research 


fellow of Nuffield College, 
Oxford before his ordination. 
He was assistant curate of 
Deddington with Barford, 
Clifton and Hempton from 
1994 to 1998. He is also a 
part-time chaplain at 
Headington School. 

The Diocese of London will 
also gain in another way. Ed is 
a keen member of the Oxford 
Diocesan cricket team. 


High Sheriffs view of Churches 


Richard Lethbridge, High 
Sheriff of Oxfordshire, has 
known and loved the 
churches in Oxfordshire for 
most of his life. He is the 
author of the New Shell 
Guide to Oxfordshire and 
Berkshire (1988), and 
Honorary Secretary of the 
Oxfordshire Historic 

Chufches Trust (OHCT). 


His new book Oxfordshire 
Churches introduces the 
reader to 95 churches, with 
over 100 photographs by 
David Gillies-Reyburn. All 
proceeds from the sale of the 
book, which costs £12.50, 
will go towards the work of 
OHCT. To order a copy con- 
tact The Stonesfield Press on 
01993 891614. 


Love, money, faith and fire 


For Love of Money is a new 

Lent course from Christian 
Aid. It includes activities that 
are both fun and searching, 
as well as material for Bible 
study, prayer and reflection. 
The five week course 
explores how we handle 
money in the light of the 
Gospel. For details or a sample 
copy, costing £3, contact Christian 
Aid, Peter's Way, Sandy Lane West, 
Oxford, 0X4 5H L. 01865 717070. 


Faith in the Fire is also new 
for Lent 2001 from York 
Courses. This five-part study 
course features on audio tape: 
the Archbishop of York, 
Rabbi Lionel Blue, Steve 
Chalke, Dr Leslie Griffith and 
Ann Widdecombe MP. 

Each tape costs £8.50 and the booklet 
costs £2.75. For more details contact 
York Courses, St Barnabas Vicarage, 
P0 Box 343, York, Y019 5YB. 
Telephone 01904 481677. 


New Testament Bible-thon 


To celebrate the third 
Millennium, Gerry Hanson is 
aiming to read out loud contin- 
uously the 27 book of the 
New Testament starting at 
noon on 5 January and finish- 
ing on Epiphany 24 hours later. 
The sponsorship money will be 
divided between St Margaret’s, 
Ivor Heath for their parish cen- 
tre appeal and Helen House, 
Oxford. The Bishop of Oxford 


said: ‘Reading the New 

Testament is always worth- 
while and reading it continu- 
ously will ensure that the 
whole is grasped in a way that 
is unusual.’ The Archbishop of 
Canterbury has also sent a 
message of support. If success- 
ful Gerry hopes his Bible-thon 
will make the Guiness Book of 
Records. To sponsor Gerry Hanson 
ring him on 01753 653762 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 



WHEAT HEAT 


Discover the Wonder of 


NATURE S NATURAL TREATMENT 
for the relief of arthritis, rheumatism, back ache etc. 
minutes in a microwave oven. Send £9.95 or £1 7.50 j 
for 2 to: Eastwood Services, 12 Cortworth Lane, 
Wentworth, Rotherham S62 7SB. let. 01 226 7496231 j 


Opening Hours: 
9-9 Mon-Thurs 
9-4 Fri & Sat 
Sunday by 
appointment 



Ell el Ministries 


LET THE 

oppressed 


"jeaied bu the Shepherd, 
i jvm^rorthe Kjng 

Brighton Centre, UK 
13-16 February 2001 


speakers include 

Peter Horrobin 
Johannes Facius 
Peter Walker 
Eliyahu Ben-Haim 
Kimberley Daniels 

the conference 

Meeting the challenge 
of bringing Cod's love, 
hope and healing to those 
who are oppressed. 

As God’s prophetic agenda 
unfolds and His people ore 
crying out for answers in an 
increasingly uncertain world . 
this conference will bring 
hope ond encouragement 

For the peoples of the East 
and the West, for ethnic 
minorities and indigenous 
peoples, for God’s chosen 
people - the Jews , for the 
despised and hurting and the 
rejected Jesus and His 
Kingdom is the only answer. s 

conference fees 
£45 per person 

includes FREE CD or book 
(for bookings received before 
1st December 2000) 

for bookings, 
tel. 01 524 75 1 65 1 



For a brochure about our 
Global Outreach 2001 contact: 
01582463216 
enquiries®ova].com 
YWAM.HighfieldOvaL 
Harpenden. Herts, AL5 4BX 




Youth With A Mission 


Registered Charily No 264078 
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News 


Marathon talks to try to save joint school 


A TWELVE hour meeting of 
Oxfordshire’s School 

Organisation Committee was 
held on 6 November. The 
marathon was to discuss and 
vote upon the proposals to 
extend St Augustine’s as a 
joint school for pupils aged 
11-18 years, and also the pro- 
posals from the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of 
Birmingham to either extend 
the existing Cardinal Newman 
Middle School or to have a sep- 
arate and new Catholic sec- 
ondary school. 


The local politicians group on 
the Committee voted to 
keep and extend the joint 
school. The Schools Group 
did not vote in favour of any 
of the proposals but wanted 
it minuted that the proposal 
they were most minded to 
support was the one to keep 
and extend the joint school. 
There was no support for the 
Archdiocese’s proposals apart 
from the Archdiocese itself. 

All papers must now be sent 
to an adjudicator and it could 
be some considerable time 


before an adjudication is 
given* 

Danny Sullivan, Oxford 
Diocesan Director of 
Education said he was most 
grateful for the support he 
had received for the joint 
school across the Diocese 
and indeed also from local 
Catholics and Catholics 
involved in education across 
the country. 

The Rev Dr John Gay spoke 
at the end of the debate and 
outlined once more the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 


Education’s wish to continue 
with the joint school in a spir- 
it of openness and partnership 
‘with our fellow Christians 
from the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham’. On behalf of 
ODBE he welcomed the 
Pope’s statement to the 
Queen during their recent 
meeting that ‘there could be 
no turning back from the ecu- 
menical goal.’ Dr Gay also 
reiterated the Board’s com- 
mitment to work with all 
partners once the result of 
adjudication is known. 


MU for Swan Group 

In October the joint service for 
the Swan Group of parishes 
marked a new development in 
the life of the seven villages in 
North Bucks. The Diocesan 
President of the Mothers’ 
Union, Mrs Barbara Teague 
joined Team Rector, the Revd 
David Hiscock in launching 
the Swan Group Branch of the 
Mothers Union at St Leonard’s 
Church, Grendon Underwood. 
‘We are looking forward to 
worshipping and learning 
together as well as supporting 
Christian family life locally 
and further afield’ the Revd 
Elizabeth Mason’, leader of the 
new branch, said. 


EVERY three years the college 
chaplains in Oxford organise 
a mission to the University. 
The aim is to present the case 
for Christianity in a fresh and 
compelling way. The mission 
dates back to the early twen- 
tieth century and most 
famously has been led by 
Archbishop William Temple 
in the 1930’s and Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu in 1995. 

The next mission will be 
held in the University 
Church of St Mary the 
Virgin from 21-25 January 
2001. The principle speaker, 


Rector puts a stop 
to psychic fair 

When Roger Humphreys, 
Rector of Woodstock heard 
that the town’s Bear Hotel was 
hosting the ‘Quest Healing and 
Psychic Fair’ he told the hotel 
management that he did not 
think the fair was a very good 
idea. As a result they decided to 
cancel the event to the dismay 
of Quest’s organiser, Alison 
Bennett who said ‘We’ve never 
come up against this opposition 
before.’ ‘I believe that healing 
can only be offered in Jesus’ 
name, through prayer’ said 
Roger Humphreys. He said 
that he would do the same 
again should it be necessary. 


the Reverend Professor Peter 
Gomes, is one of America’s 
best known preachers, 
described in Talk magazine 
as one of ‘Fifty Big Mouths 
We Hope Will never Shut Up.’ 
He is Minister of the 
Memorial Church, Harvard 
University, and a Baptist with 
a soft spot for Church of 
England worship. 

The organising committee wants 
to present Christianity in an 
open and thoughtful way and 
not ram it down anyone’s throat. 
To encourage this, after each of 
the first three talks, three expe- 



The above Christmas card is 
one of two internet cards for 
children by The DOOR'S for- 
mer cartoonist Simon Smith. 
The cards are available for all 
on the website (see front page) 


rienced public speakers have 
agreed to question Peter 
Gomes both about what he 
has said and to raise other 
questions about Christianity 
in contemporary society. 

The three celebrity interview- 
ers are Peter Preston, former 
editor of The Guardian on 22 
January, Kate Adie, Chief 
News Correspondent of the 
BBC on 23 January, actress 
Diana Rigg, and Cameron 
Mackintosh, Visiting Professor 
1999 on 24 January. The 
Mission 2001 website is: 
http:/Avww.mission200 1 .org 


Putting 
ethics into 
tourism 

How do we get the holiday 
we want while making sure 
that local people do not suf- 
fer as a result? This question 
was at the heart of the con- 
ference on Ethical Tourism 
and Christian Responsibility 
organised recently in 
London by Tearfund. It was 
acknowledged that the issues 
are complex, but that trav- 
ellers should put pressure on 
tour operators to ensure that 
their holidays are causing 
the minimum damage to the 
environment and the maxi- 
mum help to the locality, 
especially in developing 
countries. In a Tearfund sur- 
vey, 59% of those ques- 
tioned were willing to pay 
up to 5 % extra for their hol- 
iday if the money were used 
to benefit the host region. 
Tearfund are encouraging 
discussions through their 
booklet ‘Don’t forget your 
ethics’, which includes ten 
suggestions for ‘ethical’ trav- 
ellers, and a video for use in 
groups, available from them 
at 100 Church Road, 
Twickenham TW 11 8QE. 

Clare Wenham 


How to be fresh with Christianity 
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Altar dedicated to brave Bell 


An altar carved from a single 
block of 17th century English 
oak, a gift from her Majesty the 
Queen, has been dedicated in 
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 
to the memory of Bishop 
George Bell. The Bishop sup- 
ported . German Christians in 
their opposition to the Nazis 
and courageously opposed the 
saturation bombing of German 
cities by the Allies. 

The Dean and Chapter and 
Friends of the Cathedral decided 
to mark the Millennium by ded- 
icating the altar to George Bell, 
a tutor and student (fellow) at 
Christ Church who went on to 
be Bishop of Chichester. Bell 
was an active supporter of liter- 
ature and the arts and of the 


ecumenical movement through 
which he came to have close ties 
with the anti-Nazi Confessional 
Church and their martyr 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer. The altar 
was dedicated at Evensong on 
12 November. It was made by 
the sculptor, Jim Partridge who 
cut the shape of a cross, or 
church, from the bottom of it as 
a symbol of 'original return'. On 
the floor in front of it the words 
are carved the words: 

'No nation, no church, 
no individual is guiltless. 
Without repentance and 
Without forgiveness there 
can be no regeneration.' 
Pictured at the new altar are 
(right) the Venerable John 
Morrison, Archdeacon of Oxford 
and verger Michael Power. 


Mission Double 0 Heaven 

BREAKFAST in a pub with ex Kray gangster, Chris 
Lambrianou, now a committed Christian, in one of the main 
events at Churches Together in Bodey and Cumnor’s week long 
mission from 26 November to 3 December. The mission, called 
‘Double O Heaven’, is led by Angela Butlei; an Anglican min- 
ister and part-time member of Springboard, a national evange- 
lism resource group sponsored by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York and based in Abingdon. Other events 
include the opening service at Matthew Arnold School on 
Sunday 26 November when the speaker will be fitness expert, 
Rosemary Conley, a talk on ‘Genetics and the future’ by 
Professor John Wyatt of London University, a rugby master 
class and a Saturday morning children’s workshop with ‘Real 
Life Puppets’ from Bath. On Saturday, 2 December at 7.30pm 
there will be a Service of Prayer for Healing at St Andrew’s 
Church, Dean Court. For full details of the programme contact 
Richard Adams on 01865 248722. 


The Price Partnership 

CHARTERED ARCHITECTS 
WINNER 1st Prize Chilterns Society 2000 Awards for 
“ BUILDING WITHIN THE A.O.N.B. " 

:- Historic, Listed and Special Building projects 
:- New Buildings, Conversions & Refurbishments 
;- Building Surveys & Condition Reports 
Quinquennial Inspections & Reports 
:- Residential, Industrial & Commercial Projects 
;- • Planning Consultancy 
:- Contract Administration and Cost Control 
:- Party Wall Etc Act 1996, Awards Prepared 
:- Architectural Model Making & Perspectives 

Bridge House 
1 Station Road 
Old Amersham 
Bucks 
HP7 OBQ 


tel 01494 7286919 


HIM 


* fax 01494 728876 
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People & places 


A traditionalist at Synod 

PRUDENCE DAILEY, newly elected member of General Synod, 
gives her first impressions of the November group of sessions 


SNIPPETS 


New Licensed Lay Ministers 



The Bishop of Buckingham is pictured with the Oxford Diocese’s 
eight new LLM’s (formally Readers). They were licensed by Bishop 
Mike in Christ Church Cathedral on 28 October. Left to right are: 


THE SERVICE in 

Westminster Abbey, to mark 
the beginning of the new 
Quinquennium, was impres- 
sive, with the bishops and 
clergy - barring the odd rebel 
- splendidly arrayed in 
Convocation robes. I was 
surprised to find myself sit- 
ting next to the Bishop of 
Oxford, who (knowing my 
pro- Book of Common Prayer 
views) leant over to me and 
said, ‘You’ll be pleased to see 
we’re having the traditional 
version of the Lord’s Prayer, 
specially for you!’ 

Once inside the Assembly 
Hall in Church House, I was 
struck by how very circular 
it is, and how very difficult it 
is to clamber out of one’s 
seat during the proceedings. 
There is a good deal of com- 
ing and going, and as much 
activity seems to take place 
in the tea room as in the for- 
mal sessions. 

One of the most interesting 
debates was on a motion 
from the Bristol Diocesan 
Synod, about Communion 
before Confirmation - a sub- 
ject which, apparently, 


comes up for fairly frequent 
discussion. The Bishop of 
Rochester provided some 
very thoughtful theological 
insights, and Synod mem- 
bers were grateful for a 
rare and informative con- 
tribution from the 
Ecumenical Representative 
of the Baptist Union. 

Less useful, perhaps, was a 
motion criticising the current 
sanctions against Iraq. I 
could not help feeling that 
members of Synod lacked 
the necessary expertise to 
discuss complex matters of 
this kind, and that the UN 
was unlikely to give much 
credence to their views. This 
was, perhaps, reflected by 
the fact fewer than half the 
members of Synod were pre- 
sent for the debate. 

All in all, though, it has 
been a pleasure and a priv- 
ilege to serve on the 
General Synod for my first 
Group of Sessions, and I 
am looking forward to the 
next sitting in July. 

Prudence Dailey is a business systems 
analyst for an international retail company 
and a member of St Andrews, Headington. 


A Vale of praise 

BBC Songs of Praise went 
down Aylesbury Vale on 
Sunday, 19 November. The 
programme was based in the 
Church of SS Peter and Paul, 
Buckingham but presenter, 
Stephanie Hughes, covered a 
large area of the 300 square 
mile Vale which runs from 
Buckingham down to 
Wendover. She talked to 
Christians in Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital, on 
Silverstone Race Track and 
from Buckingham 

University. Pat Batton, the 
chief steward at Waddesdon 
Manor spoke about his faith 
and so did Ursula and Colin 
Coles whose student son, 
Jonathan was murdered. The 
blessing was given by Canon 
David Meara, Rector of 
Buckingham who is moving 
to London to be Vicar of St 
Bride’s, Fleet Street. 


Souper surprise 

Bernard Dagnall, Team 
Vicar of Newbury sent off 
two coupons and his original 
recipe for tarragon lemon 
chicken to Campbell’s soup 
expecting only their special 
offer of a pair of oven gloves 
in exchange. But a few 
weeks later he learned that 
his recipe was one of eight 
winning entries and that the 
prize was a five day trip to 
Philadelphia, the home of 
Campbell’s soup, for Bernard 
and his wife Jenny. During 
their visit the prize winners 
were invited to cook their 
recipes. Tarragon lemon 
chicken was also on the menu 
at the parish harvest lunch 
where it went down a treat. 


Sixty years to celebrate 

A former Vicar of Buckland, 
Father John Phipps is cele- 
brating 60 years of ministry 
on 17 December at St Paul’s, 
Bedford where he still serves 
as an honorary assistant 
minister. The preacher at the 
10.15 am celebration 
Eucharist will be the Bishop 
of Bedford. It is hoped that 
some of Father John’s former 
parishioners will attend. 


A mastermind idea 

One of Oxford’s landmarks, 
the Church of St Mary 
Magdalen, has launched a 
recipe book to raise funds 


for the church’s West End 
Development Trust. The 
recipe book called Mary 
Mag's Feast for All Seasons 
(with Handy Household 
Hints) was launched on 19 
November by Stephen 
Follows who, besides being a 
member of the choir, was 
BBC’s ‘Mastermind 2000’. 
The Trust has been set up to 
raise £550,000 to provide 
better security, new facilities 
for congregational gather- 
ings, meetings and concerts, 
the exposure of the beautiful 
West window and easier 
access for disabled people. 
We hope to review the recipe 
book next time after some 
Christmas sampling! Contact 
William Martin, Sylvanway, West 
End Rd, Mortimer, Berks, RG7 CTP 
0118 933 3252. Price £6.50 


Jim’ll fix it 

Local clergy of all denomina- 
tions are invited to Stoke 
Mandeville Hospitals Spinal 
Injuries Unit on 4 December 
at 2pm to eat some unusual 
pre-Christmas fare - straw- 
berries and cream - and lis- 
ten to Sir Jimmy Savile talk- 
ing about the Women’s 
Royal Voluntary Service. 
The aim is to inform church- 
es about local volunteering 
opportunities. Alison 

Brumfitt, WRVS volunteer- 
ing and communications 
officer said: ‘It has become 
common for church mem- 
bers to volunteer abroad, 
whilst great opportunities 
for mission in local commu- 
nities are often overlooked. 
WRVs is already working in 
these local communities and 
would like to extend a wel- 
come to volunteers from 
local churches’. 

Contact Alison on 07714 898717. 


He shines in the dark 

The new Bishop of Dorchester 
has been meeting the people of 
Oxfordshire. In Witney dean- 
ery he attended an open meet- 
ing at Bampton Church where, 
for the first time, a deanery 
choir sang under the direction 
of Wanda Adams of the 
Oxford Harmony Trust. As 
Bishop Colin began to speak 
the church was plunged in 
darkness but he continued by 
torchlight. ‘His unflappability 
and approachability impressed 
everyone’ said Wanda Adams. 


Sister Elizabeth Anne 

'I have been at St Mary's 
Convent Wantage since 1987. 
Prior to that I was a town plan- 
ner for the London Borough of 
Richmond. I have a teaching 
ministry in parish missions; in 
parish work in Wantage; I help 
at the T)xford shelter in Luther 
Street. I am on the steering 
committee of Women in 
Mission. Currently I am on a 
part time placement at 
Westminster Abbey as an advi- 
sor to the Dean and Chapter on 
their pastoral policy/ 

Dennis Parker 

'A member of Greyfriars, 
Reading for 30 years, a church- 
warden for ten years, now retired 
from dental practice. Actively 
involved in the daily ministry of 
the Greyfriars centre and in mem- 
bership of Gideons International 
with school and prison visits. My 
wife and I lead a worship group for 
adults with learning difficulties. 
Three grown children include a 
son, and son-in-law in ordained 
Anglican ministry and a cordon- 
bleu chef daughter, so cared for 
spiritually and bodily!' 

Margaret (Maggie) Ellis 
'The daughter of two teachers, I 
myself am a English teacher and 
married to a schoolmaster. Our two 
sons are both at University. I wor- 
ship at St Barnabas' Church, Jericho, 
and, as a Franciscan Tertiary, am a 
member of a world-wide dis- 
persed community of men and 
women whose lives are directed 
by the vision of St Francis of 
Asissi. I love gardening, but 
am a reluctant cook!' 

John Leach 

Born in Lancashire and studied in 
Oxford, John Leach was a teacher 
at Sherborne, St Edwards and 
Brighton College (as headmas- 
ter). He has written a Biography 
of Pompey the Great and excavat- 
ed Dorset, Provence, Wales and on 
Hadrian's Wall. He is married to 


Rosemund and they have two 
sons, James, a curate, and Edward 
a physiotherapist in Calgary. He is 
a churchwarden in Taynton. 

Bob Peters 

Bob worships at St Andrew's 
Church, Sonning-on-Thames and 
its sister church, St Patrick's 
Charvil. He has worked in jour- 
nalism and PR for 30 years, the 
last twelve as a freelancer. He is 
married with two daughters. He 
is Governor of Sonning CofE 
Primary, and belongs to the 
Association of Christian Writers 
and the Christian Caravanning 
and Camping Fellowship. 

Juliet Day 

Juliet is a researcher into early 
Christian Worship. She is 
Associate Tutor in Theology at 
Oxford University Dept of 
Continuing Education, and Tutor 
in Liturgy at St Stephen's 
House, Oxford. She attends the 
church of St Michael and All 
Angels New Marston Oxford, 
where she is Sacristan. 

Teresa M Kennard 
'I was born and brought up in 
the Midlands, and I graduated 
from London University. I am 
married to David. After living in 
London for several years, we 
moved to Maidenhead. We have 
a son and a daughter, both now 
adult. I work in the areas of 
health and education/ 

Chris Leslie 

Chris and his wife Jean have 
worshipped for thirty years at 
Greyfriars Church, Reading along 
with their three daughters, now 
grown up. A placement at St 
Mary's Shinfield, as part of his 
training as an LLM, led to an 
appreciation that God was leading 
him to work there in a rural set- 
ting rather than in a town centre 
parish. This has involved much 
change, including the develop- 
ment of the use of Emmaus 
courses as part of the parish's 
vision for outreach. 



A TASTE OF LIFE IN PARAGUAY came to members of St 
Peter's Church, Maidenhead recently when Bishop John Ellison 
and his wife Judy ( pictured above with the Revd Lee Rayfield) led a 
morning service at St Peter's. The Ellison's are missionaries with 
SAMS the South American Missionary Society and have been 
working in a rural part of Paraguay since 1988. Their church is 
a school during the rest of the week. In an attempt to raise funds 
for local buildings the Ellison's had T-shirts for sale at £6 each. 
Each one sold will provide enough money to buy one sheet of cor- 
rugated iron. For more details contact Brian Belcher on 01628 638982 


MEMORIES OF A VILLAGE LIFE In her 100th year 
Dorothy Squires has written an account of her Edwardian 
childhood in the Vale of the White Horse. Her story re-creates 
the simplicity of those times with images of a large industrious 
family enjoying homely pleasures. Memories of a Village Life 
costs £6.50 of which Dorothy is donating £2 to church funds. 
For a copy contact Cyril Hawkins on 01865 245602. 


NEWLY PUBLISHED 



Dr Rov Masse v MBE writes: 'David Bland has chronicled the 
story of Frederick Ouseley and His College in some detail and 
in eminently readable style. He traces its early years, the time 
of its greatness, and the sad but probably inevitable decline in 
a changing world. But Ouseley's great work continues in a 
new guise and the author speaks of the wonderful role of the 
Ouseley Trustees who, these days, have been able to encourage 
Ouseley's vision on a much wider canvas.' 

Published in hardback, with colour dustjacket, 335 pages, 
including many photographs and illustrative material 
throughout the text. 

PRICE £24 (£21 + £3 postage and packing) - delivery within 
21 days of order. Please send remittance of £24 (cheque 
payable to David Bland) to: 

Mr David Bland. Broadbent Cottage, Willowbrook, 

Eton, W jndson Berks hire 6HL, 


ATTENTION! 


We are looking for volunteers 
aged 18-75, who live in and 
around the London area, 
to take part in clinical trials. 


In return you will have a medical 
and receive payment for your 
time and inconvenience. 


For further Information, 
please telephone 
0208 963 4502 

9am to 4pm Monday to Friday 


Hammersmith Medicines Research 
Central Middlesex Hospital 
Acton Lane NW10 7NS 


LOSE WEIGHT - FEEL GOOD 

All Herbal Energiser and Fat Burner 

m STARVATION DIETS 

6 Day Trial £5.00 - Monthly £23.95 inc p&p 
To order or for information call 
Pauline/Michael Trigg 

Freephone 0800 634 4413 

Credit cards accepted 
Great business opportunities available. 


ORGANIC 

The Perfect Gift for Christmas 

EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE OIL 75cl 

£9-99 *p*p 

Direct from Central Italy 

Each bottle in an attractive presentation box 
We will despatch to your friends & family. 

Tel. 01747 870791 Fax. 01747 871043 

email: jbm@fishfarms.co.uk 
Ask about your free bottles 
www.oliveoil2u.com 


WHO WANTS TO 
BE A 

MILLIONAIRE? 
DO YOU? 

Quiz Machines for sale, 
trade or public, starting from 
£650 we have in stock the 
latest machines 
(Who Wonts to be a 
Millionaire Quiz Machine) 
We are one of the cheapest 
around and will not be 
beaten on price 
"Phone a friend" 
01452 535900 or 
07771 571021 



A prize-winning quartet performing music ranging from classical to 
popular suitable for concerts and a variety of functions 

Enquiries: Tel/Fax 01280 847489 
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Interview. . 



God in the 


i re of Val Jourdan 




AFTER A JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM as a volunteer in 1982 
Val Jourdan's life was never the same again. Her visit also changed the 
quality of life for hundreds of disabled children in Gaza and the West 
Bank of Palestine. It inspired her to found Action around Bethlehem 
Children with Disability which, in the midst of political unstability and dan- 
get; brings help and support to Muslim and Christian families alike 



BEFORE I went to Bethlehem I 
had lost direction in my life. I 
have always had great faith 
but inevitably in teenage years 
and twenties it dropped away. 
In 1982 Martin and I needed a 
bit of space in our marriage. 
Going to Bethlehem was a self- 
ish thing to do in some ways 
but it was our way of dealing 
with our problems and it was a 
turning point in my life, 
Martin’s life and in the life of 
the family. 

At school I read Albert 
Schweitzer from cover to cover 
and have always wanted to 
help the developing world but 
being the first girl in the school 
to fail English Language twice 
it was obviously not an option 
to become a doctor. But I 
fought hard and became a 
physiotherapist. 

I am quite sure that God was 
guiding my life when I went to 
Bethlehem. I applied through 
British Overseas Medical 
Services and there were several 
other options but Bethlehem 
came up first and that was 
working as a foreign volunteer 
with the Cheshire Foundation. 
So off I went and spent a huge- 
ly rewarding year out there as 


a physio working in what had 
been initially a Leonard 
Cheshire home but had even- 
tually been taken over by its 
own board of trustees with the 
Cheshire Foundation just help- 
ing providing foreign volun- 
teers and offering support. It 
had been originally started for 
six young girls but when I got 
there there were over 40 chil- 
dren and every day there were 
parents on the doorstep with 
their children. 

Life changing 

I came back to my family 
thinking that I would just settle 
back into my life here. But the 
Cheshire Foundation couldn’t 
find anyone to follow me and 
that concerned me greatly. 
Then I met a number of people 
who were very interested in 
what was going on. One of 
them was a great girl friend of 
mine called Georgina 
Mortimer and she said what- 
ever you are going to do, I’ll 
help. I can type!’ 

So with the backing of 
Leonard Cheshire and a num- 
ber of other people who were 
interested in rehabilitation or 
in that particular area of 


Palestine we formed ABCD in 
1985 - in this house in Long 
Crendon. 

It was very tough in the 
beginning. Georgina and I did 
the running around, following 
up every contact that we had. 
Basically we were raising 
money and our main target 
areas were the churches and 
the Palestinian community in 
London. Foreign volunteers 
are great but Palestinian peo- 
ple are clever people and given 
the skills, resources and train- 
ing programmes they could do 
things as well if not better. 

Leonard Cheshire had given 
this home, called the 
Bethlehem Arab Society, a 
piece of land in Beit Jala just 
outside Bethlehem which had 
been kept safely during the Six 
Day War. We were able to help 
in the building of a wonderful 
rehabilitation centre there. 
We also wanted to try and 
start training programmes in 
paramedical skills and in the 
late 1980’s, together with Save 
the Children, we started a 
physiotherapy degree course 
at Bethlehem University which 
gave Palestine its first raft of 
professionally trained physio- 
therapists. We have also just 
finished training the first occu- 
pational therapists through 
Bethlehem University. 

Community care 

After training, the next big 
area we moved into was an 
outreach programme. We were 
discovering many families in 
rural areas who had never had 
any help at all with their dis- 


abled children. So over the 
years we have built up seven 
day care community centres 
out in the rural areas. As our 
project for 2000 we are 
launching our first multidisci- 
plinary team of Palestinian 
professionals who are able to 
go out into people’s homes 
with a mobile van equipped to 
put in proper toiletting, seat- 
ing, and with facilities to mea- 
sure children up for wheel chairs, 
standing frames and all the 
things that go with disability. 

Ultimately we hope that the 
new Palestinian Authority will 
be able to take over the run- 
ning of these things. But there 
is so much poverty that dis- 
ability is way down on their 
list of priorities. In 1982 it was 
a stigma to have a disabled 
child in the family and I dis- 
covered some ghastly cases 
where the children had been 
shut away. But during the vio- 
lence of ‘the Intefada’ of 1987 
many Palestinians became dis- 


abled and they became the 
heroes. If it is possible to look 
upon violence and say good 
came out of it an acceptance of 
disability came out at that 
time. 

In the present problems we 
have been asked to help as an 
emergency centre and have 
been taking in a number of the 
head injuries once they have 
stabilised. We are also setting 
up a multidisciplinary team in 
trauma counselling: this is an 
area that has never been 
touched before. 

Humanitarian need 

I can’t change the politics of 
the place and I am not a polit- 
ical person anyway but I can 
help on a humanitarian level 
and we help Christian as well 
as Muslim children alike. In 
the present crisis we are in 
touch with the rehabilitation 
centre every day and our team 
are able to keep in touch with 
all the families we support. 


VAL JOURDAN was born and 
educated in Beaconsfield. She 
trained as a physiotherapist at 
the Middlesex Hospital and then 
worked in what is now the South 
Bucks NHS Trust. After working 
in Bethlehem for a year as a vol- 
unteer, she founded and directed 
ABCD, a charity dedicated to 
improving the quality of life for 
children with physical, mental 
and psychological disabilities in 
the West Bank and the Gaza. Val 
is married to Martin and they 
have three married daughters 
and five grand children and live 
in Long Crendon where Val is a 
member of St Mary’s Church. 
She remains a trustee of ABCD. 


and when it is over we will be 
out there and getting things 
back as they were. 

There was such a hope for 
peace on both sides and 
Bethlehem was built up for the 
Millennium. Now there are no 
tourists going and no money 
coming in and the poverty is 
extreme. Georgina Mortimer, 
who is now the Director of 
ABCD, put it this way: ‘It is a 
tragic setback that will shatter 
the hopes and dreams of a peo- 
ple who had seen the first 
glimpse of better peaceful 
future. Let us pray that their 
inherent strength, determina- 
tion and dignity will see them 
through and that calm and 
sanity can be restored.’ 

I find it quite difficult to talk 
about my faith but I am what I 
call a doer. I went to 
Bethlehem in the first place 
because I needed help. I know 
where that help came from 
and it has changed me hugely. 
It is quite easy in anything you 
do in your life to go in the 
wrong direction so persistently 
I ask that the work of ABCD is 
God’s work and that it goes in 
the direction in which he 
would wish it to go. 

Photograph by Frank Blackwell 
Interview by Christine Zwart 


You can help disabled children in Bethlehem 

.ft . ABCD’s 'Millpennyum Appeal 7 aims to raise at least 
Mt'aQQ £20,000 to help disabled, disadvantaged children in 
Palestine to enter the new millennium with dignity, independence and 
hope. The money will be used to buy medical euipment, food, education- 
al materials and toys. £25 buys a leg splint for a child, £100 a specially 
adapted chair. Please send donations to Val Jourdan, Wapping, Long 
Crendon, Bucks HP18 9AL. Telephone 01844 201071 (cheques to 
'ABCD 7 ). You can also help by buying ABCD's Christmas card which 
shows a Dove of Peace and costs £2.50 for ten from the above address. 


THE CHURCHWARDEN’S 
YEARBOOK - 2001 


Diary: Advent 2000 - Epiphany 2002.0ne-week-to-view. 
Festivals, Saints days, Flag Days, Bank Holidays, 
Liturgical Colours, Lectionary Readings. 

Articles: Security, Health & Safety, Interregnums, 
Preparing the Altar, Duties of Churchwardens, Church 
Organs, Provision for the Disabled. 

Reference: Dioceses, Bishops, Useful Addresses, Helpful 
Reading, Conversion Tables, 4 Year Calender. 

SizeA5 (210 x 145mm); 160 pages; £7.95 inc p&p 


r --- _______ 

ORDER FORM Please send copies of 


THE CHURCHWARDEN’S YEARBOOK 2001 

@ £7.95 inc p & p 

Name 

Address 


Diocese 

Berkswell Publishing Co Ltd., PO Box 420, WARMINSTER, 
Wiltshire BA 12 9XB Tel/Fax: 01985 840189 


prospects 



Join our team in Reading. 

Corporate Services Manager; a key support role; co-ordinating a new team at Head Office 
and providing advice and support on insurance, health and safety, fleet management and 
corporate policy to directors and managers in 14 locations. Closing Date: 1st January 2001. 

Finance Assistants; working with the Director of Finance; essential are computer literacy, 
financial skills (book keeper level) and attention to detail; desirable are AAT Intermediate 
and knowledge of Sage. Closing Date: 30th November 2000. 

Personnel Administrators; to provide advice and support to a core of 220 staff; 
administrative experience and computer literacy essential; payroll and recruitment 
experience desirable; development opportunities. Closing Date: 30th November 2000. 

PA’s to Directors; Closing Date: 30th November 2000. 

Day opportunities worker; supporting people in developing their independence, hours 
18.5 per week, NVQ training provided, starting salary £9524 pro-rata. 

Cbsing Date: 28th November 2000. 

Late applications may be considered. 

PROSPECTS (formerly A Cause for Concern) is a Christian voluntary organisation which 
values and supports people with learning disabilities. It provides a growing number of 
residential and day services for adults with learning disabilities, and advice, training and 
materials for churches in their response to local people with learning disabilities. 

Committed Christians interested in any of the above posts should contact Chloe Stroud on 
0118 950 8781 or e-mail personnel@prospe,cts.org.uk for the appropriate job description and 
application form. 



Please be a friend' 

to homeless people 


Church Housing Trust is a charity 
offering security, independence, reha- 
bilitation and support for homeless 
people of all ages. Your true 
Christian friendship can transform 
the lives of homeless people. Please 
pray for our work and help with a 
donation so this work can grow. 
Please give your support, now, by 
returning the coupon to: 

CHURCH HOUSING TRUST, 
SUTHERLAND HOUSE, 

70-78 WEST HENDON BROADWAY, 
LONDON NW9 7BT 

2 »§ 

I would like to become ‘a Friend to Homeless People’. 

lJ Please accept my donation of £ 

O' 

□ Please send me details of your work O 

NAME & TITLE 

ADDRESS 



Credit 
Card No. 


P OSTCODE 

III III III 111 


I Expiry 
1 date 

□ 

□ 

Charity Reg. No. 802801 

Tel: 02 C 

ofl.nl: inM'Khr.dnvoi 

8202 3458 

.c<>.uk web: www/ch.iritvncr.nri^-chr 


PM 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 2545 




GLASTONBURY 
CLEANSING RETREATS 

If you are ready and willing to change, 
treat yourself at a peaceful centre on a 
sacred site, close to nature, offering 
continuous six day deep cleansing 
programmes incorporating iridology, colon 
hydrotherapy, shiatsu, quality probioties, 
fresh organic juices, re-hydration with 
purified, levitated water. Ploughshares 
Accredited courses in Vegan/Special Diet 
cuisine. Ideal venue for small courses. 

Tel/Fax: 01458 831182 


MEDINA VALLEY CENTRE 


Casa Benita 


ESCAPE FROM 
STRESS TO THE 
BEAUTIFUL ALGARVE! 


• Private villa in peaceful 
Algarve countryside 

• Swimming pool, exercise 
equipment, mountain bikes 

• Aromatherapy, health & 

beauty treatments 
• Women-only informal, 
relaxed atmosphee 
•All meals included. 


NOW BOOKING FOR 2001! 

For brochure, call Benita on 
01634 869031 or 07773 
083294 or write to 
11 Roman Close, Blue Bell 
Hill, Chatham, Kent ME5 9DJ 


CORNWALL 


2 s/c holiday houses, 
New Polzeath or Fowey. 
Both equipped to highest 
standards and very 
comfortable. Marvellous 
walking, sailing, golfing, bike 
trails and beaches. 

All inclusive charges. 
OPEN ALL YEAR. 

Tel 01666 505527 


ItS PILGRIMAGES fts 


TO 


GREECE, TURKEY 
CYPRUS, MALTA 
JORDAN, EGYPT 
ITALY, PORTUGAL 
FINLAND & 

ISRAEL-THE HOLY LAND 


CALL its ON 
FREEPHONE 8 


0800-0181-839 


www.itstravcl.co.uk 
ABTA : ATOL : IATA 


PEMBROKESHIRE 

COAST 

National Park 
Luxury self-catering 
accommodation. 
Brochure, tel: 01239 820343 
Emall:lnto@gellltawr.co.uk 


Those to whom mention of a visit to a 
Christian environment and outdoor 
education centre on the Isle of Wight 
brings mental pictures of spartan 
accommodation, with more fellowship than 
food, walking, sailing or birdwatching with 
human teeth chattering in the teeth of a 
south west gale on an Island where the next 
stop is America, may do well to question 
these stereotypes. They are almost certainly 
missing a unique holiday experience. 

A more accurate image of Medina Valley Centre, 
Newport might be a diamond, set within a 
diamond. Unlike paste replicas (the target in 
November if ram-raiders at the Millennium 
Dome) the many facets of real diamonds sparkle 
and radiate the intrinsic values and quality of the 
true gem in an attractive setting. The diamond- 
shaped Isle of Wight is rich in heritage 
attractions, wildlife and scenery. Its motto is 
"All this beauty is of God" and the wonders of 
God’s creation are evident everywhere. 

Medina Valley Centre has a firmly practical, 
highly professional approach honed by nearly 40 
years experience. Staff aim to offer excellent 
value holidays giving refreshment, relaxation 
and recreation. As with many comparable 
Christian organisations, progress is essential and 
the ministry now encompasses the facets of sail 


training, leisure activities, conferences, field 
studies, junior education and environment. 
Besides holiday guests, 20004- students of all 
faiths and none, visit annually, for fieldwork 
courses, comfortable accommodation features 
some en-suite bedrooms, good quality catering 
and housekeeping. 

Environmental stewardship has a natural 
emphasis at Medina and was recently 
acknowledged by the prestigious, commercially 
recognised Tidy Britain Going for Green Group 
Eco-Centres 2000 award. The accolade 
recognised practical achievements in 
conservation and demonstration of a sustainable 
lifestyle. 

A resident host couple care for guests and 
spearhead Christian outreach, individuals of 
whatever temperament, age or background can 
just be themselves at Medina, active or relaxed 
as desired. Christian faith and fellowship is 
integral in the ethos and atmosphere. 

The Mission Statement aim is "to bring glory to 
God through the pursuit of excellence in outdoor 
education and leisure activities and the quality 

of total provision for all " Staff and* 

prayer supporters see it as a vocation to enable 
practical realisation of these ideals. 

More information is available on 
www.medinavallevcentre.org.uk or telephone 
01983 522195. 



DeStrus 

Whirlpool Spa, Swimmg Pool, 
Childcare. 

Delight 

Set in 21 acres on the 
Gower Peninsula in Wales. 

Deluxe 

Exquisite decor, original 
paintings, ceramics & glassware 
permanently displayed, 
resident chef, maid service, all 
inclusive. Self catering available. 

DeSign 

Inclusive residential courses:- 
paindng, screen printing, wild 
mushrooms, cookery, garden 


Tel: 01792 391640 
Fax: 01792 391640 

Email: stembridge.mill@virgin.net 
Web: visitwales.co.uk 


Christian 
endeavour 


SWISS ALPS 


Christian Hotel*** with warm 
and family atmosphere settled in 
Crans- Montana, a very attractive 
winter resort. Great skiing area 
and many sport facilities for 
all ages! 

Tel. +41 27 481 31 14 

e-mail: bellalui@bluewin.ch 


SOUTH DEVON 
EAST PRAWLE 

House, sleeps 8, 
open all year. 

Also maisonette, sleeps 4. 
Quiet coastal village near 
Salcombe on National Trust 
coastal path. Birdwatching, 
fishing and golf nearby. 
Tel 01454 413584 


^Torquay 


The 9Jetley 51otel 

Family run licensed hotel, full 
English breakfast, op. evening 
meal/bar snacks, all rooms en- 
suite, colour TV, tea and coffee 
facilities, private car park. 
Short walking distance to 
seafront & Torre Abbey. 
Tel. Hilary 01803 295109 


Norfolk 


Year round breaks 

Cottages by private water 
Sleep 4, 5 & 8 
Fishing, walking, cycling 
Bird Watching 

SPECIAL REDUCTION FOR 
READERS 

Tel/Fax 01692 583311 


Celebrate 2000 with ... 


HOLIDAY 

CENTRES 



The Christian 


Holiday People 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 
Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: 
Mid Week Breaks: School Parties: Activity Weeks: 
Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 


Beechwood Court 
Conwy, N. Wales 
ft 01492 593405 
St Rhadagunds 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
ft 01983 852160 
Ye Homesteade 
Sheringham, Norfolk 
ft 01263 822524 


Lowenna Manor 
Rock, Cornwall 
ft 01208 862230 
The Pleasaunce 
Overstrand, Norfolk 
ft 01263 579 212 


3 nights in Guernsey 
for only £1 99 €119 1 Skiing 


Brockley Hall 
Saltburn, North Yorks 
ft 01287 622329 
St Winifreds 
Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 
ft 01492 544128 
Colour brochure 
plus further details 
ft 01695 573372 

Self catering bungalows in the grounds of Lowenna Manor , 
The Pleasaunce and St Rhadagunds 

Christian^jicJeavouii^johclay^Cen^ 


Coach Holidays 
To all the centres 


ft 01772 466322 


BLACKPOOL 

Holiday flats adjacent to 
Queens Road, 

3-star graded. 

OPEN ALL YEAR. 

Sleep 2-4. 

SPECIAL WINTER 
BREAKS 

Tel: 01 253 355051 


AMSTERDAM 


Hotel “Crystal” in City 
Centre. Prices from 
£22 pppn. 

For information & 
reservations phone: 

0031 200100521 


THE BOSMAN 
SAFARI COMPANY 

Several weeks still available 
at luxury private game lodge in 
South Africa. Set in 75,000 
hectare big 5 reserve. Sleeps 10. 
Fully staffed and catered. 

Tel. Sam for more info on 

01947 880101 

or visit www.safaris.bw 

(Apoligies for wrong Tel. No. last month) 


• 3 nights half-board at Le Friquet Country Hotel (4 crown) 

• Return flights direct \m Southampton and Gatwick 

• FREE parking at Southampton Airport 

• FREE hire car in Guernsey 


plus • FREE seafood platter! 2™ «»a 



Ski Switzerland & France on 
the worlds largest connected 
ski area. 

One lift pass covers all 
Fully catered chalet / 
great food 
Great entertainment 
Friendly Christian staff 


Otter is valid until 30-04-01 
(EXC Xmas. N.Y., Easter) 

www.lefnquethotel.com 



Snow Poak 

Christian ski & snowboarding 
holidays 

Call 01707 88 70 77 

www.snowpeak.co.uk 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

NATIONAL PARK 


New Inn Hotel, Clapham 

Beautiful village location, 
Family run, Open Fires, Non 
Smoking Restaurant, Real 
Ales, 21 en-suite rooms, Ideal 
centre for walking or touring 
Lakes or Dales 
CAN YOU AFFORD TO 
STAY AT HOME? 

‘5 nights DBB £139 pp 
Sunday to Thursday’ 
NOVEMBER to FEBRUARY 

Tel: 015242 51203 

for Details 


WWinter Sunshine^ 

lots of yoga holidays all 
in wonderful locations. 
Constantly updated 
Free Spirit Travel 
www.freespirituk.com 

01273-564230 


TINSEL AND 

TURKEY HOLIDAY SPECIAL! 

Come along and enjoy the Christmas ^ 
atmosphere of our Tinsel and Turkey holiday 


weeks. 

A SUPERB WEEKS HOLIDAY FULL BOARD WITH TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTMAS DAY FAYRE ON THE WEDNESDAY AND A BON 
VOYAGE NIGHT ON THE FRIDAY 

OUR SPECIAL OFFER PRICE OF • 
£200 PER PERSON 


HAMPSHIRE 

NEW FARES!, IYMINETIN 


13 acres, Edwardian country 
house.B&B £25-£30, All rooms 
En-suite. Colour TV. Diner £20. 
Mushroom seminars/cookery 
courses. 


Tel: 01500 073354 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SAN CLEMENTE 


Friendly Christian family host luxury 
accommodation (B&6) with spectacular 
Pacific Ocean views. 2 minutes to beach. 
Close to major amenities, halt way between 
L.A. and San Diego. Art, Disneyland, 
Historical Missions. Hollywood. Seaworld. 
Universal Studios. Golf and Tennis. Or just 
sit and relax. 

Tel: 001 949 369 8278 Fax: 001 949 369 
8279 Email: eames@theeameshouse.com. 
Please visit our web page at 
www.thgg am gshQyss.com. 


Fun. care, relaxation guaranteed 


WINTER BREAK IN SPAIN 

Country Hotel in the mountains 
of Andalucia. Candle-lit dinners 
and log fires. 17: from Alicante 
or Almeria. 

Brochure UK: 
Fax/Phone 01934 520717 
Spain: 0034 955 340 

Website: www.andalucia.com/ 
accommodation/lossibileys 


TREE TOPS HOTEL 

SI Albans Road, Babbacomtx, Torquay TQl 3NP 
Bob and Tina Buckley Tel: 01803 325135 
10 bedroomed guest house, 
most en suite, TV and tea 
making facilities in all rooms. 
Few minute walk, Oddicombe 
Beach, cliff railway, world 
famous model village and 
Bygones. A step back in time. 


BRIDPORT 
WEST DORSET 


ATTRACTIVE GUESTHOUSE 
OVERLOOKING THE TOWN 
ETB 4 DIAMOND 
PLUS SILVER AWARD 

www.soitkcroftgiestloise.coii 


BROCHIRK TEL/FAX 
01308 423335 


Available THROUGHOUT NOVEMBER - DECEMBER iTinsel and 
Turkey) • 2000 (EXCEPT CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR WEEKS) 


Limited places available, So book now! 

The Glamorgan Holiday Hotel eaten specifically for the senior citizen and disabled 


FLORIDA 


Easter and July, 
Christmas and Autumn 2001 

Spain, Portugal, France and Greece 
also available. 

PRICES FROM ONLY £45 PER PERSON 

Phone 07974 292864 (m) 0795 1498598 


Euro Breaks 2000 Ltd 

Group Travel Organisers 


A private company offering quality tours, tailored to your needs. 
Pilgrimages-visits to Cathedrals and Abbeys in the U.K. or Europe 
Eg. Vezelay, Fontevraud Abbey, Santiago de Compostela, Assisi. 
Phone us for a friendly chat to see what we have to offer 
Air conditioned Coaches and Minimum 3 star 
hotels for your comfort. 

Web site: www.btintemet.com/-eurobreaks 
4 Timson Close, Totton, Southampton SO40 8UF 

Tel/Fax: 02380660339 

Email: Eurobreaks@btintemetcom 


guests of all ages, providing a 24 hour care service in a warm and friendly 
environment It is ideally suited for RESPITE CARE, while retaining a holiday 
atmosphere. 

All holidays are FULL-BOARD including an excellent programme of entertainment 
and excursions to local tourist attractions. Book now and enjoy a holiday especially 
made for you. 

To Book RING: 01656 - 785375 


COCKS CLOSE 


GLAMORGAN HOLIDAY HOTEL, 




GARNETT 
BRIDGE, 
NEAR KENDALL 



Quality, self-catering apartments. Scandinavian style chalets and 
a farmhouse. Situated beside the nver Sprint, amidst 24 acres of 
secluded hill land in the unspoilt Longleddale Valley. Having 2-8 
bedrooms, all accommodation is fully equipped and sea trout 
and salmon fishing is available, free to all guests on half a mile 
of private river. 

For brochure, please write or ring: Ricky Denny, Lindens, 
Ashley Park Road, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey KT12 2JU 


2001 



ROME 
TURKEY 
CYPRUS 
dr ISRAEL 


Coaches & Cruises 


@0© 


01932 246432 


CALL FOR DETAILS 
AND BROCHURE 


CHRISTIAN TRAVEL SERVICE 

01460 220566 


ACfKIS FOR AIOl MAOER • TMVK IflUSJ ASS’I M«1 J 
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Relaxation R reals 
Friendly Georgian country house hotel set in beautiful garden 
indoor swimming pool, saunas, steam room, whirlpool S| 
massage, reflexology. Enjoy good food and fine wines in our c 
restaurant. Visit the ancient town of Rye and the many hoi 
and gardens of East Sussex and Kent. 

Or take a country or seaside walk then warm up to the log fire ii 
2 night Mid-Week Relaxation Breaks £1 48/Weekends £188 
back massage, mini-facial, manicure & pedicure. 


2 night Short Breaks from £99 per person inc dinner 
Jtackley Utsh Jfo/et 
Peasmarsh, Nr Rye, East Sussex TN31 6YH 


Tel: 01797 230651 Fax: 01797 230510 AA/RAC*** 


J?, 


A QOUNDELWOOD HEALTH S 

Roundelwood Health Spa, Drummond Ti 


Crieff, Perthshire PH7 4AN 

Enjoy a relaxing break from everyday life. 

Say goodbye to pressure, routine and stress. At Roundelw 
Massage, Beauty Therapy and Physiotherapy combine to pan 
relax you, or you can make a fresh start with a specific progri 
Stress management. Smoking Cessation or Weight Conti 
Please contact us for details: 
Tel. 01764 653806 
Fax. 01764 655659 
www.roundelwood.org.uk 
A Registered Charity SCO 02636 



Peace, Tranquility. 

A BRITTANY COTTAGE 

Forest and lakes, log fires 
and good wine or 

A DORSET COAST 
CARAVAN 

Sea views, coastal walks, fishing, 
birdwatching. Both will sleep six and 
are fully equipped. 

Tel. 01963 31001 

to book for 2001 


^STUDLAND BAY 
DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ♦♦♦♦ Highly Commended 
Corps d'elite Wine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 

Log Fires, Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


HEA1 


reti 

in Relaxing Si 

Enjoy a visit to 
delightful county, st 
a cosy 16thC cottag 
location. OWN S 
HEALING then 
included - an oppor 
be nurtured and tat 
to heal yourself. 2/ 
breaks on a B&B 

Tel: 01379 58 

for brochur 


for brochure phone/lax 01929 450224 


FRANCE 
Nr Rochelle 

Best climate in France, special winter 
rates, chateau or cottogesd to let, 
prices depending on seson £125- 
£2000 pw, near golden beoches, 
swimming pools, private gardens. 
For information telephone: 
Bruce and Catherine 
01892 652727 
Fax: 01892 653365 
e-mail: RBBroughlonOaol.com 


COSTA BIANCA 


LUXURY APARTMENTS 

Royal Campoamor GoN Club. 
OPEN ALL YEAR 
2 double bedrooms, plus 2 further 
courses nearby. Fully equipped, 
air conditioned. Sea views. 

£40 per night. 

Further information contact 
Brenda Watson: 
rgarland@teleline.es 
Phone/Fax: 003496 5976841 


' Cornwall 
Beautiful \ 
time of the 

Come and Join us 
family run B& 


OPEN ALL YE J 
GOOD PETS WEt< 


01209 820 


ALGAR 


Well equipped S/C Studk 
in lovely holiday vil 
Shady areas plus pool 
tennis, petanque and g< 
Sea. shops, 
restaurants within 7 


Phone Amai 
01932 84193 

Email Bob: waspwee 


The finest religious art in the w< 
Illuminated Manuscripts of 

Our Father, Hail Mar 
Hand Crafted Greek Ic 

Catalogue Free from 

The Merchants of Venice (Est I 
162 Walton Street, London SW: 
01284 729014 

info@themerchantsofvenice.c( 



RHA DINGHY SAILING COURSE 
ALL AGES - BEGINNERS to INSTRUC 

residential and non-resident 
also 

Multi-Activity Weeks for Young F 
Environmental Study Holida; 
Guest Speakers - 
optional devotional sessions 


For further information 

Telephone: 01983 522! 

or see our web site: 

, www.medinavalleycentre.org.i 

j • 
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Christmas thoughts 


The struggle to juggle 


Feminist theologian, 
Anne Borrowdale’s 

new novel, An 
Inspector Falls* is 
the story of Alison, a 
woman priest strug- 
gling to cope with 
the unreasonable 
demands of her con- 
gregation, her family 
life and her relation- 
ship with a schools 
inspector. 
Her story highlights 
the stresses and 
strains faced by many 
clergy especially 
women at busy times 
like Christmas 

*An Inspector Falls (Ashton 
Pickering £8.99) 


IT’S A BUSY TIME of year. 
There’s the extended family to 
get together, a celebratory meal 
to organise, decorations to put 
up, gifts to be shared, relation- 
ships to be smoothed over - 
and that’s just in the church. 
How do you manage if you’re 
the one who has to do all that 
in the home too? As more 
women get ordained, particu- 
larly mature women who’ve 
previously made family life 
their priority, balancing min- 
istry and family life is a big 
issue. Of course men care 
about family life too, but it 
tends to be women who carry 
responsibility for running the 
home and sorting out family 
relationships. 

I’m interested in ministry and 
family life both as someone 
who works with ordinands 
and clergy, and as a writer. My 
novel, An Inspector Falls has 
the tag, ‘the familiar female 
struggle to juggle work, family, 
relationships and self-develop- 
ment gets a new twist for a 
priest with “perfection” in her 
job description.’ It’s not just 
clergy, these are issues for any- 
one trying to balance job or 
church work with family 
responsibility. What does God 
want us to put first? 

Many people have stressful 
jobs, and their families feel the 



Anne launching An Inspector 
Falls at Diocesan Church House. 


impact. Unfortunately, clergy 
can also get burnt out. It’s not 
just that the job is demanding, 
but that if God’s given you this 
vocation, it’s difficult to say no, 
or to complain. People have 
high expectations of clergy, too 
- it may feel as if ‘perfection’ is 
in the job description, but 
aren’t Christians called to be 
perfect, as their Heavenly 
Father is perfect? So clergy 
push themselves ever harder, 
and it’s no surprise some col- 
lapse under the pressure, or 
their families fall apart. But 
there are extra dimensions for 
women clergy with the kind of 
family responsibility outlined 
above; who have not just a 
spouse or dependent children, 
but adult children, or grand- 


children, or elderly relatives, 
relying on them. How can this 
be balanced with a calling to 
ministry? 

There are no easy answers. 
Families have to learn that they 
cannot always come first, 
because a minister is called to 
serve a wider community than 
the family - and it can be help- 
ful for a family to learn to do 
things for themselves. 
Following me is more impor- 
tant than family ties, says Jesus. 
Churches have to learn that 
they cannot always come first, 
because family members are 
people who need care too - 
and ministers are less effective 
if they’re exhausted and/or 
their family life is in tatters. 
We’re called to be living sacri- 
fices, not half-dead ones. 
Sometimes the priority is clear 
- a family or a church crisis 
tips the balance. More often, 
they are in tension and some- 
one is let down. Women who 
come to ministry emphasising 
both aspects, help to focus the 
issue, but it matters for every- 
body. At Christmas, it can be 
difficult for both clergy and 
laity to satisfy all the demands 
in different areas of our lives. 
Perhaps that can spur us to pray 
about the kind of balance God 
wants for us in the year ahead. 
Anne Borrowdale 


Christmas quietly - a reflection by Clemency Fox 


'DID YOU have a good 
Christmas?’, we say brightly 
to friends and colleagues, or 
they to us, when we see them 
again after the Christmas hol- 
iday. But so often there is only 
one reply: ‘Well it was very 
quiet, you know’. 

I’ve been thinking about this. 
The frenetic hype of a particu- 
lar idea about Christmas hits 
us in the face from late 
October onwards. We see glit- 
tering decorations, in the 
streets, in the shops, decora- 
tions to buy for our houses, 
glittering clothes to wear, glit- 
tering suggestions from every 
side of what we should eat 
and drink and give as pre- 
sents. The cultural assump- 
tions of people in general and 
retailers in particular, seem to 
represent Christmas as merely 
an opportunity for colossal 


self-indulgence, both for our- 
selves and for our children. 

I find this difficult. As a mid- 
dle-aged widow with no chil- 
dren, I spend Christmas with 
my bachelor brother. The two 
of us spend time with friends 
and with nieces and nephews 
and their children, when they 
are free from other family 
obligations. Whenever possi- 
ble we invite others to share 
meals with us. But a lot of the 
time we are on our own; the 
hype, glitter, and excitement 
that everyone else thinks is a 
necessary part of the 
Christmas project seem to 
pass us by. It’s like being in a 
desert full, not of glitter and 
excitement, but of emptiness. 
Yet, as Christians at 
Christmas, we do our own bit 
in our own way to remind our- 
selves and the world that 


Christ the Saviour of the world 
was bom as a human being to 
be our Saviour too. He emp- 
tied Himself of glory for us. 

Living in the desert 

A year or two after my hus- 
band died, when I was still in 
, the depths of bereavement and 
of the struggle to make a new 
life, I said to a friend: ‘I feel as 
if I am living in a desert - 
there’s only emptiness, noth- 
ing has any meaning’. And the 
friend - it was Paul Rimmer - 
gave me a prophecy which he 
had heard at a conference 
some years before and had 
remembered. It said: ‘I want 
you to stay in the desert, and if 
you stay in the desert it will 
blossom, not with the flowers 
of the field but with the flow- 
ers of the desert.’ 

Isaiah 35 confirms this: ‘The 


wilderness and the dry land 
shall be glad, the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom . . it shall 
blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice with joy and singing . .’ 
This Christmas will be spent 
quietly, as others have been. 
But this year I shall try to stay 
in that desert space and quiet- 
ness, to look for the flowers of 
the desert as they blossom. 
There will, indeed, be blos- 
soming: the renewing of lov- 
ing relationships, the time 
spent in worship, thanking 
God for Jesus, singing familiar 
carols and hymns and listen- 
ing to the Christmas story and 
yes, good food and drink, pre- 
sents and fun, family, friends, 
fellowship and sharing. 


Clemency Fox is a member of The 
DOOR Editorial Support Group. 



Festive food 

by cookery writer Ann Way 


THE RECIPES I have chosen are great favourites with my 
family. The ice bowl is a bit fussy to make, but it is well worth 
the trouble and always impresses ones guests! I find that it is 
best to place it on a glass plate if possible, to catch any drips 
if it melts slightly, though with luck it should last more than 
once if, after that course it is rinsed and replaced in the freez- 
er. The chicken recipe is delicious and can of course, be used 
with. duck breasts if preferred. The Apricot Meringue cake is 
a recipe given to me by the chef of a hotel in the Norfolk 
Broads - the hotel made much of the fact that Horatio Nelson 
was reputed to have learnt to sail in that area! 


Christmas Ice Bowl 
with melon balls 

Method 

Take two wide bowls approx, 10 x. 

5 inches and 9x4 inches. Any 
size will do - but 

be sure its big 
enough to take 
all the fruit you 
want In the larg- 
er bowl, pour 
about one inch of 
water and place 
some washed 
holly leaves and 
berries. Set the 

bowl in the freezer until frozen 
solid. Grease the outside bottom 
of the second bowl and set it 
inside the larger bowl. Pour water 
down between the sides of the two 
bowls to about 1 1/2 inches from 
the top. Push more washed holly 
and berries into the water. Try to 
space them evenly around. 

Flowers can be used if preferred. 
Once again place the whole thing 
in a flat space in the freezer until 
frozen hard. Bring out the bowl 
and fill up the space with alter- 
nate single holly leaves and berries 
and top with water coloured with 
red or green food colouring. Freeze 
again until needed. 

To remove the bowls place in a 
sink filled with cool water up to 
the rim of the outer bowl and a 
jug full of warm water inside the 
bowl. Store in the freezer until 
needed and then fill with melon 
balls. I suggest using at least two 
different coloured melons. 

Chicken breasts in 
orange & honey sauce 

Ingredients 

6 chicken breasts 

Juice of two oranges (shred the skin 
finely into Julienne strips to garnish) 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
8 oz chicken stock 
1 tablespoon of honey 
3 cloves, pepper and salt 

1 tablespoon cornflower 

2 tablespoons com or sunflower oil 
1 small onion finely chopped 

Method 

Brown the breast all over in the oil 
and place in a casserole. Add the 
stock and the orange juice, lemon 
juice, honey, cloves and vinegar, 


onion pepper and salt Cook for 
about one hour in a medium oven 
or until the pieces are tender: Place 
the chicken, when cooked, on an 
oven proof serving dish and keep 
warm while you thicken the remain- 
ing juices with 
the cornflower 
with a little 
water or cold 
stock in the 
casserole dish. 
Pour a little of 
this sauce over 
the chicken 
pieces to glis- 
ten it and deco- 
rate with orange rind julienne strips 
and serve with the remaining sauce 
served separately. Broccoli and peas 
are a nice accompaniment though 
winter spinach is also nice with it 

Apricot Meringue Cake 

Ingredients 



Christmas Iced Bowl 



4 egg whites 
8 oz castor sugar 
4 oz dried apricots 
1 lemon 

1/2 pint double cream 

Method 

Whip the egg whites until stiff. 
Add three tablespoons of the 
sugar and whip again until it 
forms stiff peaks. Fold in the rest 
of the sugar. 

Prepare three flat tins with baking 
parchment and spread the 
meringue in three eight inch cir- 
cles. cook in a cool oven 275° F 
(Gas mark 1 or 125° C) for about 
an hour when the meringues 
should peel away from the paper 
without sticking. Leave longer if 
necessary. Cook the apricots with 
a little water and lemon juice and 
finely grated lemon rind until soft. 
Pur6e the fruit and leave to cool. 
Whip the cream, save about a 
third of the purSe and the cream 
for garnishing the top and blend 
the rest to sandwich the meringue 
rings. Pipe cream rosettes on the 
top, dribbling the remaining puree 
between them. 



SPAIN 

PUERTO BANUS 

Lovely apartments 
close to the beach and 
nightlife. 

Tel/Fax: 

0034 952 814365 


WOMEN’S WALKING 
HOLIDAYS 

Comwall/Devon/Mediterranean. 

All women welcome. 

Single rooms often available. 
Brochure 

W iU £»<e Holidays: 

01752 822609 

La Collinette Hotel 

St. Peter Port, Guernsey 

Award winning restaurant 
Superb accommodation 
Special Breaks from £169 
Christmas Festival from £225 

A Warn Welcimc Awaits! 
Reurvitiios: 01481-710331 


MALTA, Msida 

GUEST ROOMS IN 
FAMILY HOUSE 
All rooms self catering with 
excellent facilities. En-suite. 
Extremely comfortable. TV’s. 
Airport transfers. 
Reasonable rates. 

Tel and Fit 00 358 313797 
12 Church Street Msida, Malta 

ACORN CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION 

Day Conference 

GROWING A HEALING MINISTRY 

on Saturday 24th March, 2001 
at The United Church, Jewry Street, Winchester 

Further details/booking form: 

ACF, Whitehill Chase, High Street, Bordon, 

Hants GU35 0AP 
Tel: 01420 478121 

Reg. Charity No. 1080011 


EXETER HALL 

• Modern well equipped halls for 
max 250 guests 

• Fully licensed bar with full 
catering facilities 

• Just off Oxford ring road/5 
mins to M40 

• Car parking 

EXETER HALL 

Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxon OX5 1AB 

Tel. 01865 373691 



UNWILLING OR UNABLE 
TO TAKE ANTIBIOTICS? 

Colloidal Silver is being promoted as a safe, natural 
alternati\e. Reports from the USA say it can help alleviate 
Candida, thrush, cold and tin symptoms, infections and \ iruses. 
( It is said to kill off over 050 disease organisms): may subdue 
inflammation and assist healing. 

It's not a new idea though: positive results with Colloidal 
Silver were published in journals like 
“The l ancet ". in 1 1 4. 

It costs £22.95 lor 120ml. 

For further details phone: 020 8657 2144 


need. ? 

cash: 


then call 


I 7 unwanted 
fl* endowment 

' ■ (or whole life) policy? 

endowment 
surrender plus > 


who will independently find you the lop cash price for 
your unwanted with profits endowment policy. For suitable 
policies this can be much more than surrender value. 


01260253313 


fr-mal: mj**andowm«rTtsurrwK^ 


0SP 


i r^rirnUi > <4 fc 

nt AuRxjrty 


PLEASE HELP PEOPLE WITH 

DYSLEXIA 


Over 2,000,000 people in this country are severely dyslexic. 

Early identification and the right support are essential if children and their 
families are to be saved from the trauma so often associated with dyslexia 
and given a chance to realise their potential. 

The BDA is a vital and established provider of information and guidance on a 
nationwide basis. Your gift will help us to ensure that this essential work 
continues and that dyslexic people are given a fighting chance in life. 

British Dyslexia Association 

For more information please contact the Fundraising Director at The BDA, 

98 London Road, Reading RG1 5AU Tel: 0118 966 2677 
Registered Charity No. 289243 
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Comment 


If you’re happy and you know it . . 


ARE YOU happy? 
'Christmas 
Campaign 2000' 
organised by the 
Church's 
Advertising 
Network, evidently 
thinks that you 
should be even if you are not. 
Their poster (see page 2) shows 
a laughing Jesus and the words 
'Happier Christmas at a church 
near you'. For me the the words 
not only distort the real mes- 
sage of Christmas but pander 
to the idea that happiness in 
this world should be the norm. 

According to Peter Hills, 
research co-ordinator of the 
Oxford Happiness Project at 
Oxford Brookes Unversity, there 
has been a significant cultural 
shift. People once thought of hap- 
piness as a hope perhaps Unat- 
tainable until the hereafter. Now 
they think it is their right, he says. 

The deep human longing for 
happiness must of course be 
taken seriously. Moments of 
true happiness are glimpses of 
heaven and all that awaits us 
there. But when happiness is an 
end in itself, the result is hedo- 
nism, the chasing after a better 
house, a better car, a better part- 
ner because happiness is always 
'just round the next corner' 

It is at Christmas that the hunt 
for happiness can become all 
consuming. We shop and wrap 
and cook until we drop hoping 
for that elusive 'happy 
Christmas' at a time when, iron- 
ically, suicides, domestic vio- 


lence and family 
break ups peak. 

So we make no 
apology for a 
rather serious 
Christmas DOOR 
which is shorter 
than usual on tin- 
sel and snow. We hope that 
Vinay Samuel's article on the 
incarnation, 'Christmas on the 
Quiet Side' by Clemency Fox, 
Anne Borrowdale's piece on 
clergy stress and our four origi- 
nal Christmas stories will help 
you to peel off the outer layers 
of Christmas and, whatever 
your circumstances, to redis- 
cover its message of Immanuel, 
God with us. 

This Christmas we celebrate a 
momentous event 2000 years 
ago when the Son of God came 
to live among us. He did not 
choose to be born at the 
Bethlehem Hilton but in an 
uncomfortable, messy stable in 
the shadow of a cross. H is com- 
ing speaks more about shared 
pain than shared happiness. 

In his book, Prayer and the 
Pursuit of Happiness (1985) 
the Bishop of Oxford wrote: 'The 
way to be happy is to know God 
better; to live closer to him; to 
love him more.' He includes a 
prayer which is our wish for you 
this Christmas: 

'Heavenly father, 

We long for happiness 
but lead us beyond happiness 
to that joy from which nothing 
can take away'. 

Christine Zwart 



Diocesan Appointments 


The Revd Vivien Brooks Priest in 
charge of the Good Shepherd, Cox 
Green to be Ecumenical Officer for 
Berkshire; The Revd Derek Chandler 

Priest in charge of Emmer Green to be 
Vicar of Emmer Green, Reading; The 
Revd Fane Conant, Vicar of Kelsall 
and Assistant Missioner in the Chester 
Diocese to be Priest in Charge of Seer 
Green and Minister for Evangelism in 
the Amersham Deanery; The Revd 
Joanna Coney, Portfolio Co-ordinator 
to be Diocesan Portfolio Officer; The 
Revd Mark Fitzwilliams Rector of 
Hambledon Valley Group Ministry to 
retire; The Revd Olivia Graham 
Assistant Curate Risborough Team to 
be Team Vicar Burnham Team 
Ministry; The Revd Beren Hartless, 
OLM Officer to be Diocesan Principal 
for OLM; The Revd R Hugh Kent 
Rector of North Buckingham to be 


Area Dean of Buckingham; The Revd 
Sharon Mowforth, Curate Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes to be 
known as The Revd Sharon Grenham; 
The Revd William Mason Vicar of 
Holy Spirit Bedgrove to be Associate 
Vicar (Senor Curate) Holy Trinity 
Hazlemere; The Revd Trevor 
Nicholson School Chaplain Queen 
Anne's School Reading, to retire; The 
Revd Chris Russell formerly Curate of 
Holy Trinity, Deptford, Diocese of 
Southwark to be Curate to St Mary 
and St Lawrence, Reading (to be 
known as Associate Vicar); The Revd 
Maurice Skinner has permission to 
officiate; The Revd Hugh Wakeling 
NSM Arborfield with Barkham to be 
NSM California St Mary and St John; 
The Revd Hugh White NSM in Duns 
Tew to be Rector of Deddington w. 
Barford, Clifton and Hempton. 


Journey from earth to heaven 

Canon Dr Viney Samuel looks at the Incarnation - a make-over that will last for eternity 


CHRISTMAS is the celebra- 
tion of God with us; God 
taking on humanity. Seeing a 
make-over on TV of a middle 
aged mother made over to 
look glamorous, much to the 
delight of her excited daugh- 
ter and the TV host, I some- 
times wonder how long the 
lady will retain that glamour. 
Is God becoming human in 
Jesus something like a ‘divine 
make over’: God becoming 
human for a while, complet- 
ing a task and returning to 
his normal self? The Bible 
teaches otherwise. The 
humanity God takes on in 
Jesus is never shed. Carmen 
Christi a song from New 
Testament times found in 
Philippians Chapter 2 verses 
5-11 hails the exaltation of 
the incarnate Jesus with his 
humanity to the place of 
supreme divine authority. 

St Paul also described Jesus 
as the ‘last Adam’ (1 Cor 
15:46) and affirms that Jesus 
fulfilled the destiny of the 
first Adam, so to grow in the 
likeness of Jesus, to see Christ 
formed in us is to make 
increasingly real in our lives 
the purpose of our creation. 
Let me share with you my 
experience with individuals 
who lives incarnated some 
wonderful human qualities. 

Radiance in simplicity 

Thirty-six years ago as a sem- 
inary student in central India, 
I was in a ministry placement 
with a tribal group in a 
remote forest area. While vis- 
iting a tribal village accessible 
to outsiders only a few 
months in a year; I met Lila 
Kirkpatrick, an American 
missionary who had lived in 
that village and worked in 
that remote area for twenty 
years. She lived simply in a 
traditional hut. Books on a 
shelf and a few pieces of mod- 
ern furniture marked her 
place as different. Lila 
Kirkpatrick displayed a radi- 
ance I found awesome but not 
intimidating. The simplicity 
of the surroundings, the 
absence of modern conve- 
niences appeared to make no 



difference to a life that flour- 
ished in radiating joy, service, 
care, contentment and enter- 
prise. 

Love restores humanity 

Later my wife Colleen and I 
were involved in ministry 
with poor families and chil- 
dren in the city of Bangalore. 
Not infrequently Colleen 
would bring home a badly 
abused or abandoned street 
child. Fifteen years ago 
Colleen brought home a boy 
aged around eight years who 
was so badly physically and 
sexually abused that he 
behaved like an unruly ani- 
mal. He was badly speech 
impaired and it was a miracle 
he was still alive as he could 
not clean himself and reacted 
violently to human touch. 
What could restore that 
child’s humanity? We were 
deeply moved when a woman 
called Papamma volunteered 
to care for the child in her 
home. She cleaned the toilets 
in the community for a living. 


She could not read or write. 
In the social hierarchy and 
caste system of Bangalore 
City, Papamma was at the 
bottom. Kumar began to heal 
physically at a rapid rate but 
the transformation to his per- 
sonality was dramatic. In four 
months, he became a little 
boy who loved games, eager 
to participate in every activity 
and be a helper. Papamma’s 
love and care for Kumar was 
unconditional and seemed to 
be without limits. It restored 
Kumar’s humanity. 

There is an interesting twist 
to this story. Eight months 
after Kumar came to us, we 
saw the picture of a missing 
boy on a local television chan- 
nel that resembled him. We 
contacted the police and 
reunited Kumar with his par- 
ents. Kumar’s father was the 
manager of a major city bank 
and belonged to the Brahmin 
caste at the top of the social 
ladder. Imagine their surprise 
when they found out that the 
person whose love and care 


saved and restored their child 
was not an educated Christian 
missionary but a humble 
sweeper woman. 

Humbly flourishing 

St Paul writes, ‘I want to 
know Christ and the power of 
his resurrection and the fel- 
lowship of sharing in his suf- 
ferings, becoming like him in 
his death.’ (Philippians 3:10). 
To follow Christ is to identify 
with him and allow him to be 
formed in us. We begin to 
incarnate in our lives qualities 
we are created for but which 
we often think are not possi- 
ble and sustainable in our 
lives. In his incarnation Jesus 
models the path for our 
humanity. In that journey 
from heaven to earth Jesus 
emptied himself of his divine 
glory, humbled himself, 
became a servant to all, gave 
his life in sacrifice and 
g released life and power into 
| human lives. In following that 
= path we will discover the best 
of our humanity however 
paradoxical it might seem. 

But is that the only Christian 
model of human flourishing 
for contemporary society? 
No, but it is at the heart of 
every attractive and whole- 
some model of human flour- 
ishing. Steve Redgrave’s 
unique achievement in the 
Olympics also reflects that 
self-sacrifice, discipline and y 
humility. He comes across as 
naturally, authentically 
human despite his superhu- 
man achievements. Human 
flourishing that is blindly self- 
ish and egotistical, whatever 
its artistic or material achieve- 
ments, fails to inspire or 
empower others. And it often 
crumbles under the weight of its 
own narcissism. 

The incarnation of Jesus 
models God’s pattern of 
human flourishing. This 
Christmas let us celebrate 
God’s great gift to enable us 
to flourish as humans made in 
his image. 

Canon Dr Vinay Samuel is 

Executive Director of the Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies 


The natural solution for arthritis, 
stiff joints and restricted mobility 


CORTAFLEX® has been designed for people with stiff 
joints or restricted mobility who yearn for a more active 
lifestyle; it is also appropriate for those recovering from 
sports-related injuries, or those who put their joints under 
stress - through sport, lifting etc. It's used by Premier 
League Football and County Cricket Clubs and is 
recommended by many chiropractors, osteopaths and 
physiotherapists. 

CORTAFLEX® is a unique and fast acting blend of safe, 
natural ingredients in a liquid format, which is more 
rapidly and effectively absorbed than tablets. It contains 
only the important amino-acids and sugars of 
Glucosamine and Chondroitirr which have smaller 
molecular sizes and therefore pass more efficiently into 
the areas where they are most effective. It is available 
without prescription in a 236ml bottle and has no known 
side-effects. Your first bottle will last about four weeks 
and subsequent bottles over six! 

There is also a special version of CORTAFLEX® for dogs 
& cats - please contact us for more information. 


Call us for full details on 01403-752016 or write to us at: 

Baugh Dell Ltd., PO Box 17, Billingshurst, 
West Sussex, RH14 OFQ (please quote ref: DM01) 


BUILDERS, PLUMBERS, CATERERS, 
GARDENERS, DECORATORS, 

SHOP KEEPERS, RESTAURANTERS, 
TUTORS, CLEANERS, 

ENTERTAINERS, KENNELS, 

SPORTS CLUBS, SOCIETIES, 
CHURCHES, DENTISTS, HOSPITALS, 
CHARITIES, SCHOOLS AND MUCH 
MORE 

Got a Website? 

Your competitors have! 

For as little as £92 (.co.uk) inc. VAT or 
£1 1 5 (.com) inc. VAT we will register 
your domain name and design a 
Web page for you. Your site could be 
up and running within 24 hours 

Telephone: 01494 874447 
website: 

www.theSmartl .com 
Smart & Webster Ltd 


COMPUTER WAREHOUSE 

Quality with Value for Money Prices 


LAPTOPS 4 u 


Quality Second User Laptops 
P75, PI 20, PI 33, PI 66, P233/J2 EuSd«- 
Pentiums all with warranties 

COMPUTER 
WAREHOUSE 

01753 842155 

TOSHIBA - COMPAQ - AST - DELL 
LARCE STOCK -ALL TYPES 


Trade in your old system for a new PC 



Pentium from 
£100 TO CLEAR 
All warranted 


2nd User Monitors 
£35 + VAT 


Scanners and all types 
of Peripherals 
in stock 


REPAIRS and UPGRADES 
■ CARRIED OUT AT OUR WINDSOR 
WORKSHOP 
CALL FOR ADVICE 
WE ARE HERE TO HELP 


Network Large or Small 
are our speciality, 

NOT NOVELL, WORKGROUPS 


COMPUTER Tel: 01753 842155 
WAREHOUSE Fax: 01753 842126 




Wedding 

and 

Bridesmaid 

Dresses 

Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 
Telephone 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading 

l (0118)9508959 
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Analysis 

The Year of the Lord 



to the editor 


The Church of England’s validity, healing matters and defending bats 



by Derek 
Palmer 


PURISTS will 
say that the 
third millenni- 
um starts on 1 
January 2001. 

But for most of 
us the 

Millennium 
Year is drawing 
to a close. We 
have been deliv- 
ered from the 
‘bug’ which „ = 

never was and 
the unhappy ‘Dome’ - despite 
the millions who have enjoyed 
a visit there. 

But what about the 
Churches? I feel that the 
Churches have done their job. 
Most people are aware of the 
connection between the date 
and the birth of Christ - even 
if that has not yet led many to 
a deeper faith. For most of the 
year we have been taking 
stock - looking forward hope- 
fully and back at what has 
been achieved in the first two 
Christian millennia. 

Christians of all denomina- 
tions have been made aware 
that, while individual 
Christian lives have often 
been inspired by Christ’s life 
and teaching, the history of 
the Church has sometimes 
been far from Christ-like. 
Memories of the Crusades, 
the bitterness of the 
Reformation (on both sides), the 
inquisition and the willingness 
to live with slavery and the 
appalling treatment of the 
Jewish people, are some of the 
blemishes on our corporate 
Christian lives. So let us pray 
that at the start of the third mil- 
lennium we can learn from the 
past. 

The year 2000 has two pos- 
itive messages for the next 
millennium. The first is that 
when local church people 
went out of their buildings 
into the community with can- 
dles or Gospels, or the planti- 
ng of a yew tree or wearing 
our ‘Oxford Cross’ , a consid- 
erable impact was made. 
Then later in the year at 


were too 

own buildings to join 


Pentecost 2000 in 
the town centre, 
parks, racecourse 
and county show 
grounds the large 
numbers coming 
together made a 
great act of witness. 
In some places 
thousands came 
together, but in 
others numbers 
were disappointing 
because churches 
busy inside their 
in. 

Where this happened we lost 
the opportunity to say to our 
neighbours - ‘look the church 
is alive and well what ever you 
may hear in the press and 
radio.’ However we should 
take heart, ‘the rumour of God’ 
is alive in our country. But we 
have to be bold if the secular 
world is to hear about Him, we 
must not keep Him within the 
confines of our buildings. 

The second lesson is that if 
we are going out into our 
community to proclaim the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ it 
must be undertaken by 
Christians working together - 
showing that we are one. 
Almost every event held this 
year has been organised by 
local churches, and it is 
encouraging that the events 
have brought together the 
‘ecumenicals’ and the ‘evan- 
gelicals’. A practical example 
of this is the final pack The 
Christmas 2000 Resource 
Pack (£5) which for the first 
time is issued by Churches 
Together in England and the 
Evangelical Alliance, and is 
available from the Christian 
Publicity Organisation. 

So as the Millennium Year 
draws to a close, there is 
much to thank God for, and 
much to encourage us to look 
forward to the challenges to 
come. This has been ‘The 
Year of The Lord’ and so is 
next year! 

Canon Derek Palmer is the ex 

Diocesan Millennium Officer! 


Domine Jesus 

There is nothing original about 
paragraph 17 of Domine Jesus , 
the document issued by the 
Vatican’s Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. It merely 
restates Pope Leo XIE’s denial 
of the validity of the holy orders 
of the English Church. 

In his letter Apostolicae Curae 
of 1896, Leo condemned 
English orders on two 
grounds, form and intention. 
Leo accepted that the 1662 
form of ordaining or conse- 
crating an archbishop or bish- 
op was acceptable as to its 
form, but thought pre-1662 
versions unacceptable. 

This objection is now invalid, 
because out of date. From some 
time in the twenties or thirties 
bishops of the English Church 
and its overseas extensions have 
routinely included amongst 
their co-consecrators Old 
Catholic and orthodox bishops. 
Leo’s other objection was on 
grounds of lack of intention. 

But according to St Thomas 
Aquinas, the bestowal of a 
sacrament is effective if the 
words uttered express the 
Church’s intention, and 
according to the Council of 
Trent, the intention in bestow- 
ing a sacrament is valid if the 
minister shall ‘intend to do 
what the Church does.’ Leo’s 
views on intention in bestow- 
ing sacraments contradict St 
Augustine, and are probably 
Donatist, ie heretical. 

Further on, paragraph 17 
refers to ‘the genuine integral 
substance of the Eucharistic 
mystery’. A mystery is some- 
thing which the human mind 
cannot know. How can this 
have a substance? What does 
all this mean? 

The problem here I think is the 
use of Latin to make philosoph- 
ical statements. Paragraph 17, 
therefore is partly out of date, 
partly heretical and partly 
meaningless. I think that is all 
anyone need say. 

John Peter Hudson 
Middleton Stoney, Oxon 


Time for healing 

Your centre page ‘A Time for 
Healing’ in the October issue, 
makes very interesting read- 


ing. Added to this it may also 
be helpful to readers to know 
that there is an organisation 
which operates mainly through 
branches in the various 
Anglican churches throughout 
this country and overseas. It is 
the Guild of St Raphael which 
was founded in 1915. 

We have a branch at St 
Andrew’s Caversham, which 
has been in existence since 
1955. Our Guild services are 
held monthly, followed by a 
meeting of the members. We 
also hold healing services sev- 
eral times during the year; the 
most recent being on 17 
October when some forty- 
nine people attended. People 
do indeed benefit from heal- 
ing prayer and some for 
whom we have prayed, 
sometimes with the help of 
the medical profession, make 
what appears to be a remark- 
able recovery, even when it 
seemed that this would not be 
possible. 

Those of us involved in the 
ministry of the healing feel 
more than uplifted in our 
endeavours to offer ourselves 
as a channel for God’s healing 
power. All are welcome to our 
healing services and you do 
not have to be a Guild member 
to receive the laying on of 
hands or anointing, which can 
also be received on behalf of 
someone other than yourself. 
Further details can be obtained 
from our Branch Secretary, 
Norman Kent, do The Parish 
Office, St Andrew’s Church, 
Caversham, Reading RG4 7PW 
Sylvia Grinsted 
Caversham 


Many Anglicans and those of 
other Christian denominations 
have been directed to their 
respective church after undergo- 
ing a spiritual experience. I 
therefore find the inter-denomi- 
national arguments regarding 
the finer points of doctrine 
somewhat puzzling. God does 
not seem to be particularly 
concerned with them, there- 
fore why should we be? 

Tony Carrington-Ough 
Wantage, Oxon 


Your helpful list of the contact 
details of some resources for 
Healing (October DOOR) 
includes Churches’ Council for 
Health and Healing. 
Unfortunately, this organisation 
went out of existence on 31 Dec 
last. Although CCHH had been 
in a parlous state for some 
years because of a lack of 
institutional support from 
both the churches and the 
medical organisations of 
which it was mainly com- 
prised, some individuals con- 
tinued to approach it for 
advice and guidance. This 
will no longer be available. 
David Millard 
Oxford 


In defence of bats 

I was horrified to see that you 
had given space in the November 
DOOR’ to a report from the 
‘Movement against Bats in 
Churches’. I have never come 
across the organisation before, 
but sincerely hope that Catherine 
Ward, the report’s author is the 
only member The conclusions 
which you outline are so obviously 
false that I wonder how Mrs Ward 
can claim that they are the result of 
anything more that uninformed, 
biased hatred for these extraordi- 
nary mammals. 

All British bats are exclusively 
insecdvores, so the only occu- 
pants of any church building 
who might have cause for con- 
cern are the odd woodworm or 
death watch beetle. Bats enter 
buildings through very small 
holes which are never of their 
own making. They do not chew 
wood, wires or fabric. If a 
church is lucky enough to pro- 
vide a home for a sizeable 
colony of bats, there may be a 
minor localised problem with 
their dropping, but these carry 
very little health risk, and are 
known to make good fertiliser! 

If any church, or individual, is 
concerned about bats inhabiting 
their buildings I invite them to 
contact their local Bat Group for 
well informed advice. The Oxon 
Bat Group, can be contacted do 
David Endacort, 17 Hedge Hill 
Road, East Challow, Wantage 
OX12 9SD (01235 764832). 
Alan Thornton 
Witney Oxon 


2000 years of life 

by Katharine Pyke 

2000 years of life and 
death, 

2000 years of light and 
dark, 

2000 years of animals and 
humans, 

2000 years of earth and 
sky. 

2000 years of kings and 
queens, 

2000 years of anger and 
happiness, 

2000 years of hunger and 
greed, 

2000 years of war and 
peace. 

2000 years of love and 
hatred, 

2000 years of birds and 
mammals, 

2000 years of trees and 
buildings, 

2000 years of school and 
play. 

2000 years of rain and 
sunshine, 

2000 years of concrete 
and grass, 

2000 years of friends and 
enemies, 

2000 years of Jesus and 
his disciples. 

2000 years, 

2000 years, 

2000 years of 

LIFE! 

Katharine Pike won joint 2nd 
prize - 'Up to Year 6 (prima- 
ry)' in Crowthorne's 
Millennium Poetry 
Competition. Dominic 
Burrell, aged 8, a member of 
the Sunday School of St 
John's Church Crowthorne, 
won the first prize for his nar- 
rative poem which we hope to 
publish in the next issue of 
The DOOR. Congratulations to 
ail winners and runners up! 




BUTLERS 

MORNING AND EVENING 
WEAR HIRE 

FOR WEDDINGS - DINNERS - PARTIES - 
AND SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

OPEN 6 DAYS 

24 KING STREET, READING, BERKSHIRE 


0118 957 3789 


14 LONDON STREET, BASINGSTOKE, HANTS 


^2 


01256 321322 



POWER • CHECK 

Carbon Monoxide 
Testing 

Portable Electrical 
Equipment Testing 

Landlord Safety 

Certificates Issued 

8 Thames Bus Park, 
Thame OX9 3XA 

Mobile: 07730 314567 
Office 01844 261636 


GET FAT FREE - TALK TO ME! 

LOSE ALL THE EXCESS WEIGHT THAT YOU WANT 
♦ Quick and easy ♦ No calorie counting 
❖ Money back guarantee 
We work with you to achieve your weight loss goals 

CALL HEALTH is WEALTH 01258 456756 

Independent Herfoalife Distributor 


Highway Journeys 

presents The Holy Land with.*. 

Mothers Union with the ever-popular 
Mrs Sarah James. 27 February - 8 March 2001 £950. 

Dean Richardson: parish of Christ through the eyes 
of Mark & Luke. 5-17 March 2001 £1149. 

Rev John Angle: footsteps of Moses (16 day) - very experienced 
leader. 28 April 2001 £1295. 

f John Reaney (Norwich Diocesan youth officer); ideal tour for youth. * 
5-15 August 2001 £799. 

Fully escorted & guided tours - investigating the places, 
the people & the events. 

All-inclusive pricing - no hidden extras - half board - 
II listed museums & sites entry - air-conditioned coaches l 
informative & helpful 1st class guides - 
learned lour leaders. 
f Departures throughout the year - new dates released all the time . , 
Highway Jouneys would like to wish all readers a very merry 
Christmas and a peaceful new year. 

We have greatly appreciated your custom 
throughout the Millennium and look forward to 
senring you again with Christian tours and 
ptlgnmages in 2001. 

L Call us now on 0645 060 7777 (local rata) or 

7 •"»»i «• * hiflhwaYwyrngY^hiflhw6Ytru*l9ffl 

or visit our website at www.hiQhwavtruat.ora 

[wkLBSur 


“EVANGELISM THROUGH LEISURE" 


ARE YOU READY TO EXCEL? 

Giant US telecoms to launch in UK & Europe. 

It has created more than 5000 millionaires. 

Good range of services; for ambitious and dedicated 
people, to join now. Commission from people you recruit 
and customers bills. 

For an Info Pack: 

Telephone Simon on 

0208 - 452 1557 or 07957 225605 


NEW DENTURES COPIED 

using your old set 
Prices from only £85 inc. P+P^ 

No impressions needed! 

So don’t delay - call 

NEW DENTURE SERVICES 
today on 07768 717017 

“For your personal postal pack” 



EMDbtwlawrttyiM 


Don’t Miss Out on the 
► Internet Bonanza 

1000’s of small business’s need- 
websites that can be self-managed 
without technical knowledge or coding. 

IF YOU CAN SELL, 
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 

£50k realistic as a WEBSTORES agent. 
OR GOT AN INTERNET IDEA, 
Need Finance/Support 

Call: 0118954 7469 


ip telco 

Independent Representative 

Nothing to lose 
Everything to gain! 

Earn an ongoing monthly income plus save 
30% on your telephone/mobile bills. 

Freephone: 0800 5942222 

Then call: 01634 311259 

www.telcotelephone.co.uk 


st 


ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 

IN HIM 
WE MOVE 

CREATIVE DANCING 
IN WORSHIP 

Janet Randell 

ISBN No 1-900507-83-8 

Something really different and 
revitalizing. For all levels of dance 

experience. 

25 lovely dances for the Christian calendar. 

Available from local Christian Bookshops or 

Paternoster Publishing 

Tel. 0800 195 8473 
E-fnail: etm@stl.org 
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WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO DRINK WINE 
FOR FREE? 

WOULD YOU LIKE AN 
EXTRA INCOME 

✓ No Selling Required 

✓ No Special Skills Required 

Suitable tor Anyone (Over 18) 

ENJIYABLE AND SOCIABLE 
GREAT INCOME POTENTIAL 

Please phone for Free details 

Tel: 023 80448711 


HOME FBOM HOIK OB 
BEST HOME 

HOVE -EAST SUSSEX 

mu ability gf mufti seaside 

HOTEL ACCOHMOOATIOH 

(Sea facing with large balconies) 

For PERMANENT RESIDENTS 

At affordable, realistic rates 
(Weekly or one-off payments) 
(Short Breaks also available) 

Tel: Michael or Maryann 

(01273 327514 ) 
01273736292 


Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill, PO Box 20 (DR), 
Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX (0 1 27 1 ) 8 1 7093 

www.singleandchristian.co.uk 


TVW 6 AVC LTD 

Licensed mobile bar 8 c catering 

SPECIALISTS, AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


Contacting us:- 

Telephone: 01256 889 1 OO 



D.J. Beak 

Stonemasonry & Restoration 

Bespoke Stone Work 
Architectural - Ornamental - 
Monumental 

Traditional Building Maintenance 
All Aspects of Restoration 
from cottages to Historic Buildings 
Lime Mortar Repointing 

ANY ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
FREE QUOTATIONS 

Tel. 01295 257483 
Mobile 07884 061 062 

II 


Amy, together, 
alone 



www.SllchesterHouse.com 


Planning a wedding, a party, corporate 
hospitality or a retreat? Don't share it with 
strangers. Choose a private venue run by 
YoursExclusively.co.uk 
Silchester House near Reading is your 
nearest. It caters for private events for 1 2 
to 200. You are guaranteed exclusive use 
of the whole venue. Or be more 
adventurous and try the Chateau du Bijou 
in southern France. 


See www.YoursExclusively.co.uk or 
www.SilchesterHouse.com or 

W6KitTtaWCf : WT 
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‘She burst into song in this house 
and danced all over the kitchen’ 


MARY’S had her baby; Reuben, our neigh- 
bour; called in last night to tell me. He’d been 
to Bethlehem, for the census. He’s known 
Joseph for years of course, 
they grew up together. He 
said he was sorry, for 
knocking on our door so 
late, but that he’d seen the 
lamp. It was all right, I was 
feeding John. I never 
thought I’d get used to all 
these scrappy bits of sleep 
you have to put up with 
when there’s a baby 
around, not at my age, but 
I have. I like being all on 
my own with him, in the 
small hours, just him and 
me, and it won’t last long. 

He’s growing fast, my John 
is. 

Reuben didn’t give me 
any details, except that it 
was a fine boy. I hope 
Joseph found a comfortable 
place for them to stay, 

Mary wanted everything just right for her lit- 
tle one, she’s very fastidious. 

We got to know each other so well, the three 
months she stayed with me; it was a lovely 
time. Do you know, people are still saying 
that my husband had a stroke, because of that 
time before John came, when he couldn’t 
speak, and Reuben hinted last night that there 
was gossip about Joseph too, his being an 
older man and everything, hints that the little 
one was probably someone else’s. 

I hope I see the baby soon, I want him to 
meet John. They could play together. He’s a 


solemn little thing, my bairn. If Mary’s child 
takes after her he’ll have her infectious laugh 
and her sense of fun. I’ll always remember 
how she burst into song in 
this house and danced all 
over the kitchen. She’s a 
lovely lass. 

I’ve counted back and the 
baby was bom six days ago. 
I remember that night 
because John was tetchy 
and I carried him into the 
courtyard and showed him 
the stars. It was hard to 
believe there was no moon 
because the sky was so light, 
but there wasn’t. There were 
just stars and in particular 
one that was enormously 
bright. I wish I knew more 
£bout the heavens; I meant to 
ask Zechariah about it. 

John calmed down the min- 
ute he saw that star and wrig- 
gled and kicked and stretched 
out his arms; it reminded me 
of the day he first moved in the womb, the day 
Mary visited, and told me her news. 

Ann Pilling is a writer of children's books, novels and 
short stories. Her most recent book is Amber's Secret 
(Harper Collins £3.99) described by The Guardian's 
critic as 'a beautiful quiet book about faith, miracles 
and the kindness of strangers'. Ann lives in North 
Oxford and attends St Andrew's Church. 

About the artist Emma Seebaran lives in Oxford and 
is married to Gus. She is a trained psychologist as well 
as an artist. You can contact her on 01865 742777. 
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‘No,’ I said, ‘you’re not mad . . you’re stupid!’ 


‘YOU’RE MAD!’ I said. My friend 
Joseph the idiot. 

Nearly all my life I’d known him. We 
grew up together, went everywhere 
together, shared our bar mitzvahs. I 
used to tuck into his mother’s lokshen 
soup, he used to love my mother’s 
gefilte fish. We once even shared a little 
piece of pork between us, just to see if 
Jahweh really would strike us dead. 

He was best man at my wedding. But 
Joseph, he’d never married. 

Not for want of opportunity, let me 
tell you. My life, with a business like 
his, who should be short of a wife? 
Tables, chairs, cabinets, coffins - a car- 
penter is never without work. 

And now this... 

I changed my mind. ‘No,’ I said, ‘you’re 
not mad. You’re stupidV 

He agreed, cheerfully. ‘You’re right. We 
should have set out earlier. Then we 
could have stayed in a proper hotel like 
you and Rebecca. But . . .’ He grinned 
and shrugged one of those infuriating 
shrugs he was so good at. ‘God will look 
after us.’ 

I looked round to make sure his . . well, 
this Mary, this young woman he was 
with, this enormously pregnant young 
woman he was with . . I didn’t want her 
to hear. I dropped my voice. ‘That’s not 
what I was talking about.’ 

‘Warm and dry,’ he said, looking round 
him. ‘And cheap. What more could a 
man want?’ * * *.*»*..•* * ~ 



I moved close to him. ‘It’s a stable ,’ I 
pointed out. In my agitation, I’d stepped 
in something squidgy. Picking up a 
handful of straw, I scraped it off my shoe 
as best I could. ‘For God’s sake, it’s full 
of animals! Is this any place to bring a . 
baby into the world?’ 7 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 ^ 
Again, he*grinned «nd shrugged. I hate 


it when he does that. ‘The angels aren’t 
complaining. You want I should argue 
with them?’ 

‘Angels, schmangels!’ I said. ‘Too many 
bagels before bedtime, and you’re 
dreaming about messengers from God! 
Enough, already.’ I laid my hand on his 
arm. ‘Joseph,’ I told him, ‘this is the real 
world. We’re here in Bethlehem to be 
counted. It’s a census. It’s bad enough 
that they count you as two. If Herod 
should demand a recount, God forbid, 
you could already be three.’ 

‘So,’ he said, ‘I pay taxes for three 
instead of two. It’s only money. If 
Caesar wants it so much, let him have it.’ 
He made me so mad, I had to speak. 
‘For God’s sake, Joseph, the baby isn’t 
even yours!’ 

He didn’t speak for a long time. Then 
he nodded. ‘You’re right,’ he said. ‘He’s 
not mine. He’s ours. All of us.’ 

I stared at him. ‘Don’t try and blame 
me,’ I said. ‘I don’t know what you’re 
talking about. And don’t ever even sug- 
gest that in front of Rebecca!’ 

He grinned again and shrugged the way 
he does. 

‘Trust me,’ he said. 

My friend Joseph the idiot . . . 

Peter Mottley was first a professional 
actor and then a scriptwriter. His plays 
include. Peforp . Nell and A Matter, of 
Etiquette. He lives fn Pangbourne and wor- 
ships at St Mary^, WhitcHurch-on^Thames. 
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‘My men are down town drinking 
and blaming it on the angels’ 


YOU CANT pull the wool over my eyes. When 
I find my shepherds downtown carousing, it’s 
not angelic visitations to blame; they’re skiving, 
plain and simple. 

It’s sheer chance I discover them. I’ve been 
doing business in 
Bethlehem, and this census 
means what seems like the 
entire population of Judea 
is cramming the streets like 
olives in a press. I take a 
detour round the back of an 
inn riotous with travellers, 
and find even the stable has 
been taken over. 

As I glance in, I recognise 
faces. ‘Shem! Simon! What 
are you doing here? You’re 
supposed to be watching 
my flocks.’ 

Shem looks sheepish, then 
grins and starts babbling 
about a star and angels and 
a baby . . . 

‘You must have had a skin- 
ful, to think I’d be taken in 
by such gibberish,’ I say. 

‘Get back to work!’ 

Then I spot Zeb further in, talking to the 
tired-looking girl who’s leaning over the 
manger. 

‘Don’t tell me you’re all here?’ 

‘We left Bart,’ says Simon. 

‘But he’s only ten! What if wolves come? 
What about my lambs? That new one that 
needs keeping warm?’ 

‘Zeb has it, in his robe.’ 

Zeb is making his way towards us. 

‘Where’s my lamb?’ I demand. 



‘I gave it to him.’ He nods back at the man 
standing beside the girl. ‘For his baby.’ 

‘It’s not yours to give. What’s with you 
tonight? You’re drunk, you’re incompetent, 
I’ve a good mind to sack you . . .’ I only mut- 
ter this threat. Good shep- 
herds are scarce these days. 

I fight my way over to the 
manger, where a crumple- 
faced, new-born baby lies 
swaddled on the hay. 

I’m more interested in the 
lamb the man holds: 

That’s mine!’ 

‘Here, take it,’ he smiles. 
‘I’ve already got one little 
one to carry home, I don’t 
want another.’ 

Outside, my shepherds are 
waiting, unseasonably 
cheerful. 

‘You’ll get no pay tonight,’ 
I announce. But it doesn’t 
stop them singing as we take 
the track up out of 
Bethlehem. 

Something prompts me to 
look back. Funny, from this angle, there’s a 
peculiarly bright star directly over the stable, 
almost as if it’s trying to draw attention. 
Maybe Shem wasn’t so drunk . . . maybe I 
missed something in there. 

I think of the girl, and the man, and the baby, 
and the travellers settling down for the night. 
No, nothing out of the ordinary there, not that I 
can see. And no one pulls the wool over my eyes. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale is a freelance theologian and 
writer. Her second novel, An Inspector Falls, has just 
been published. See page 7. 
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‘I signed the death warrant for a generation’ 


YOU PROBABLY hold me equally 
guilty of infanticide, a nonce to be 
kicked around the prison. Put glass in 
his porridge, it’ll serve him right. But I 
had no alternative. However you con- 
strue it, there was nothing else I could 
do. If you’ve ever worked for a con- 
trol freak, a little Hitler, then you’ll 
know what mean. I sleep in an adja- 
cent room with the protection guys 
and their dogs. We hear him through 
the night ranting and raving in his 
sleep: ‘Fie, losels and liars, knaves 
everyone. Let them go hang. Fie on 
the devil.’ Even the children chant in 
the street, ‘There goes Herod, King of 
Thunder, He will break your bones 
asunder’. 

I observed to his Majesty that the 
so-called ‘king’ was but a child, 
unable to stand on his own two feet 
let alone wear armour. 

‘These knaves and scoundrels will 
rally behind any banner, God damn 
them. What could be sweeter than an 
infant saviour to melt the hearts of the 
people?’ he growled. ‘Truly, Sir, 
prophecy is not blind,’ I counselled. 
‘Isaiah says clearly Virgo concipiet , 
natum pariet - a virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and his name shall be 
called Emmanuel - God with us’. 

‘So now you say he’s a god?’ 

‘Not a god, Sir, but that in him we are 
likely to see the character of godliness. 



Elsewhere the prophet implies, if I 
may humbly suggest so to your 
Highness, that godliness will be 
expressed through service rather than 
power, through sacrificial suffering 
rather than aggrandisement’. ‘Fie, you 
dissembler, you mountebank, you the- 
ologian. You don’t pull the wool over 
my eyes with your sophistry. Politics is 


decision and cannot wait on dreams.’ 
What makes a king? Some say that 
mercy is enthroned in the heart of 
kings. Others that kingship is the ulti- 
mate self-denial. Melchior, Balthazar, 
and Caspar were full of graciousness 
and humility, but their intervention 
was not helpful. The notion of omens 
in the heavens and talk of having 
come to worship simply confirmed my 
master in his paranoia. The rest you 
know: his brilliant ploy, safe passage 
in exchange for information, backfired 
and his ire was unconstrained. 

‘My guts will out-thring 
But I this lad hang . . . 

Spare no kins blood, 

Let all run on flood.’ 

So you see, I had no choice. I signed 
the death warrant for a generation of 
our male children. Now it is I who 
shouts out in the night, while my mas- 
ter snores. 

Brian Mountford is Vicar of Oxford's 
University Church and author of Stars of 
Wonder and The Sower ; Mrs Noah , and a 
Dentist for children; and Changing Faces 
and Postcards on the Road to Heaven for 
adults. (All available at the University 
Church Shop) 
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RICHARD CAM 


Philatelist 

BUYING STAMPS, POSTAL HISTORY, 
POSTCARDS, EPHEMERA 
APPRAISAL AND ADVICE WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


VALUATIONS FOR PROBATE 
Tel: 01189 475744 
240 Peppard Road, Reading RG4 8UA 


J 


LOSE WEIGHT - FEEL GOOD 

All Herbal Energiser and Fat Burner 

NO STARVATION DIETS 

5 Day Trial £5.00 - Monthly £23 95 inc p&p 
To order or for information call 
Pauline/Michael Trigg 

Freephone 0800 034 4413 

Credit cards accepted 
Great business opportunities available. 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

R0BEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL St FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas • Albs • 
Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns • Preaching 
Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods •Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



O&H FINANCIAL 
TRAINING SERVICES 

Tel. 07980 921905 


IN YOUR OWN HOME 

* The complete PAYROLL training course 

* Manual AND Computerised lessons included In the pack 

* All required software Included 

t>e Available * A personal tutor will help you through the course 

* Add payroll to your existing skiBs or simply learn o new one 

* Enhance career opportunities 

* Gain a recognised qualification 

V< ~ v * No previous knowledge ot the subject required 

f e ' * All at an affordable price Jjk|t< 

* Visit our website at www.payrollandwages.com 

CONTACT US FOR FULL DETAILS 

^Post the slip below - NO POSTAGE STAMP required 

b&H Financial Training Services 

FREEPOST SEA 10CX352 NAME (Mr, Mrs, Miss. Ms) 

PO Box 350 

,, , ™ ADDRESS inc. Postcode 

ROCHESTER ME2 1BR 

Or call us on: 07980 921905 * ~ 

Or send us an e-mail on: 

Cameyhart@oal.com Tel No 


THE 
EMBROIDERY 
DEPARTMENT 

All Saints Convent, 

St. Mary's Road. Oxford 0X4 1RU 

Church Embroidery 
to commission 
including Vestments, 
Fair Linens and 
Altar Linen. 

Altar Frontals and 
Banners. 

Enquires to: 

Embroidery Department 
All Saints Convent 

Tel: (01865) 248627 

The Society of All Saints Sisters of the Poor is a 
registered charity (no.228383) incorporating 
St. John’s House, Helen House, the Po'rch and All 
Saints House, London. 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


Home from Home 
Holidays 

A wide range of self-catering accommodation on the 
Isle of Wight, from picturesque cottages to bam 
conversions. 

Send for free colour brochure: 

Home from Home Holidays 
31 Pier Street, Ventnor, 

Isle of Wight P038 1SX 

Tel: 01983 854340 Fax: 01983 855524 

E-mail: admin@hfromh.co.uk 
Website: www.hfromh.co.uk 


REEVES MEMORIALS 

CARING FAMILY BUSINESS 

* Large Memorial Display 

* Top Quality Guaranteed Memorials 

* Insurance Cover Available 

* Renovation Work - Free Estimates 
* Prompt and Reliable Service at 

Competitive Prices 

146 Magdalen Road, Oxford 

01865 251231 

Home visits arranged 



Computer 

Training 

3 West Bar 
BANBURY 



COMPUTERS FOR 
THE TERRIFIED! 


Let us help to take away the strain 
COMPUTER COURSES AVAILABLE INCLUDE: 

► Windows 98 ► Word 

► PowerPoint ► Access 

► Frontpage ► Excel 

► Lotus ► Internet 

You may qualify for government funding or discounts 
- Please enquire 


Beginner. Intermediate and Advanced Levels 

START ANYTIME 

Diplomas and Microsoft Accredited Certificates 


rayner associates 

MORTGAGES 

CHOOSE FROM OVER 1000 COMPUTER SOURCED. 
TAILORED TO YOUR INDIVIDUAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 

HIGH INCOME MULTIPLES. LOW INTEREST RATES. 
COUNCIL RIGHT TO BUY. 100% AVAILABLE WITH LEGAL FEES 
ADDED. SELF-EMPLOYED WITH ONE YEAR’S ACCOUNTS 

TEL: FREEPHONE 

0800 389 7045 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 
Written quotations of credit terms on request. A life iasurance policy may lie required. 
Representative only of the Legal & General marketing group, members of which are 
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO for the purposes of 
recommending, advising on and selling life assurance & investment products bearing 
Legal and General's name. 


Wanted. 

Foster Carers for 
Difficult to 
Place Teenagers 

• Do you have experience and skills with 
teenagers? Do you like a challenge and have 
commitment to quality fostering? 

• Can you work as part of a professional team 

• Have you a sense of humour 

This Scheme Offers 

• 24 hour support • Monthly respite • 4 weeks 
paid respite per year • A good support network 

• Quality supervision 

* £280 approx per week, plus fostering allowance 
for young person. 

If you are interested and would like further 
information please contact Joyce Masson, 
Project Leader, or Jeanette Carroll, Project 
Worker, on (01242) 227446 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


BANGLES 

The New Local Craft 
and Gift Shop in 
Caversham 

When you need a special 
present, come and choose from 
our wonderful selection of 
ceramics, jewellery, stained 
glass, wood turning, salt dough, 
pottery and much more 
Contact Jill to display your 
craft product 
8 Prospect Street, 
Caversham 

Tel: 0\18 954 5292 


STOP SUFFERING NOW! 


You can be happy to hear 
again with our new concept 
in hearing help 

TRY BEFORE 
YOU BUY 




We are so confident that our incredible digital 
hearing aids will help you regain the use of your 
hearing that you can have a digital aid fitted as a 
trail before you make your decision. 



Micro Digital Hearing Ltd 

'We come to you * 

There is no better advice than that which we offer! 

1 'Guaranteed lowest prices' I 

l Let our local professional make an appointment to assess the loss of hearing 1 
I using an audilogical hearing test. J 

m Then we will advise you on the suitable types of aids available. M 

This is a free test with no financial commitment 
Call us now on 

^ 01562 68314 or mobile 0836 272392 M 

(Over 30 years experience) 

Audio Logical Dispensers of Quality Hearing Aids 
^^.35 Stanklyn Lane, Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 4AP^^| 


WEIGHT LOSS 
MADE SIMPLE 

* Free friendly support 

* 30-day Money Back Guarantee 

7 lost 2 7 lb in 2 months " 
CALL:CAROL & MARK 

0118 981 1775 

mark @ want-2b-slim.co.uk 
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Cokethorpe 

SCHOOL 

Boys and Girls 7-18 Years 


Come and see how far 
your child can go 


I Small classes of 16. ■ Outstanding pastoral care. 

I Extended Day 8.30am-5.00pm ■ Extensive local school bus service. 

Cokethorpe School, Witney, Oxon 0X8 7PU 

01993 703921 

Cokethorpe Educational Trust exists to provide a first class 
education for every pupil. 


EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


92 Different Correspondence Courses for all the family 
Send for your FREE sample course. 

Children 


Begin with the Bible 
Teenagers 

Searching in the Bible 
Adults 

What the Bible Teaches 


Normal Price 
£2.15 


Normal Price 
£2.95 


FREE 


Normal Price 
£2.05 

Send for catalogue and further details. 


Carlett Boulevard, Eastham, Wirral CH62 8BZ 
Tel: 0151 327 1172 Fax: 0151 327 1592 

Web: http://www kingsnet . org . uk/emmaus 
Email: emmaus® kingsnet org.uk 
Reg Chanty No 267322 


Bibles and other 
Christian literature 


in 75 different languages 
are available now from 
NO FRONTIERS. 

We have Bibles, New 
Testaments, Children’s 
books etc. 

Please contact No 
Frontiers, PO Box 38 
HASTINGS TN34 3WZ 

Tel: 01424 426768 



ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 
READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3 to 18. 


ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 

for admission to year 7 in the Senior Department 

SATURDAY 20 JANUARY 2001 

For an application form and a prospectus, please contact: 

St Joseph’s Convent School, 

Upper Redlands Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5JT 

Tel: 0118 966 1000 

• iJ.t •.). • * _» . i . » 9 f » 1 • * « <’ 1 I l » l 

St Joseph's Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls. 




A leading GSA Catholic 
Independent Day School 
Welcoming all Christians & 
those supporting its ethos 



Founded 1870 
Preparatory School (2'/r11) 
Senior School (11-18) 
580 Girls 


T6E MAOIST 
CONVENT SCNOOL 

King’s Road, Sunninghill, Ascot, 
Berks SL5 7PS 

• Renowned for happy & caring ethos 

• Outstanding exam results: 100% 5+ GCSEs 
A*-C (76% at A*-B); 99% A Level success rate 
(65% at A-B); strong Oxbridge tradition 

• Small classes 

• Broad academic curriculum: 21 GCSE & 26 
A Level subjects 

• Flourishing Sixth Form; excellent careers 
department 

• Excellent reputation for sport, drama, music 
& creative arts 

• School coach network, including 
Maidenhead/Windsor route 

• Academic Scholarships, Business & 

Sibling Discounts 

• Welcomes entry at age 272, 4, 7, 11, 13 & 

ENTRANCE EXAM 
SATURDAY 13 JANUARY 2001 

For September 2001 entry at age 11 

Exam Registrations must be received 
by 8 January 2001 

For further details or to arrange a visit please contact: 
Preparatory School: Tel: 01344 626137; 

Fax: 01344 621566 
Senior School: Tel: 01344 624291; 

Fax: 01344 874963 
Registered Charity No. 225485 
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HOMEWORKERS 

Work from home 
casting and painting 
miniature cottages on 
a full or part time 
basis. 

Good rate of pay. 
For a FREE info pack, 
send an SAE to: 

Dept. CH, Classic Cottages, 32 
Nantwich Road, Wrenbury, 
Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 8EN 
or tel: 01270 780636 or 

Fax: 01270 781034 

E-mail: 

1 01 672.3538©compuserve.com 
www.classic 
cottages.free/online.co.u 



Help us win the fight 
against cancer ... 

Tenovus is a leading breast cancer charity 
funding research, counselling and patient care. 
We need volunteers to help run our local 
charity shops. 

If you have a few hours a week to spare, 
please contact Tenovus on 01222 621433 for 
details. 

11 Whitchurch Road, 
Cardiff CF4 3JN 

Registered Charity No. 


TENOVUS 

the cancer charity 


Research • Care • Counselling 


1054015 



OXFORD GARDENS 

Design, soft and hard landscaping, turfing, 
small building work, patios, driveways, 
pergolas etc. Cutting and maintenance. 
For a prompt and personal service call 
James on 

07811 728264 


References available 


Ref CH 


PUBLIC ADDRESS 

New systems: Updates: Inductive loops: 
Radio microphones: Portable PA 
(eg. Lecterns, Briefcases, Shoulder units): 
CCTV 

Consult the Specialists 

ROYSTONS 

P.O. Box l f Fordingbridge, 

Hants. SP6 3PQ 
Telephone anytime: 

01725 518428 or 07889 247960 


National Fruit. 
Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft, and (many on N\27 4ft) 
Ballerina Trees, Patio Trees, Upright 
Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, Plum, 
Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Includes Gooseberries plus the latest 
Thornless Gooseberries and lots of grapes. 
FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE 

Deacons Nursery (GW) 
Godshill, Isle ofWight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 
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Prayer 



DECEMBER & JANUARY 


I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 

| who by the 
i leading of a - 

! star revealed 

1 

i your Son to 
J the nations of 
i the world; 

! lead us to a 

i 

i clearer vision 

* of your pres- 
i ence, and 

j the nations 
i into the ways 

* of unity and 
i peace. 

i Through 
i Jesus Christ 
j our Lord. 

* Amen 

i 

i 

i - — 

The Oxford Diocesan Prayer 
Diary is edited by Graham 
Canning 



I 

I 

i 

1 

1 
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Please cut this section and 
use it to pray for the needs 
of the Diocese. 



Let us pray to God our 
Father for: 

DECEMBER 2000 

Friday 1st Aylesbury Deanery. For 
their plans to develop the pastoral 
reorganisation of the parishes. To 
respond to mission with fewer 
stipendiary clergy. To link people 
with their communities at work, 
leisure, and at home. For all churches 
where new approaches to shared 
ministry are planned. For the area 
dean - Tim Higgins; synod lay chair- 
man - Roger Harwood; licensed lay 
minister to the deaf - Ursula Coles; 
licensed lay minister - Reg Taylon 
Saturday 2nd Aylesbury Team 
Ministry: clergy - Timothy Higgins, 
Peter Atkinson, Keith Watson, Peter 
Faulknei; Anne Faulknei; Liz Welters; 
licensed lay minister - Anne King. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT - INTERNATIONAL 
DAY FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 
Sunday 3rd For those who are dis- 
abled and for those who teach 
and employ them, especially 
those in our own parishes. 
Monday 4th Aylesbury Walton 
Team Ministry: clergy - Kevan 
Royle, Steve Williams, Nicholas 
Tivey: parish evangelist - Rupert 
Hankey C.A.; lay pastor - Roger 
Axtell: licensed lay ministers - 
Martin Roper, Betty Schwier, Alan 
Foster Rose Williams. 

Tuesday 5th Bedgrove: clergy - John 
Elliott: licensed lay ministers - Marie 
Carey, Clive Coulson, Joseph Groat. 
Wednesday 6 th Bemwode, Brill, 
Boarstall, Chilton, Dorton, 
Ludgershall, Wotton Underwood, 
Ashendon: clergy - Tina Stirling. 
Thursday 7th Haddenham w 
Cuddington, Kingsey and Aston 
Sandford: clergy - John Race; licensed 
lay preachers - Pam Halliwell, Joyce 
Harvey, Colin Faiers-Nicholls. 

Friday 8 th Long Crendon w 
Chearsley and Nether Winchendon: 
clergy - Roger Jackson, Arthur 
Taylor; licensed lay ministers - 
Stanley Green, Mary Scholefield. 
Saturday 9th Risborough Team 
Ministry: clergy - Paul Fiske, Bob 
Rhodes, David Dewick, Richard 
Caink, Andrew Meynell, Peter 
Steare, Olivia Graham; licensed 
lay ministers - Tony Andrews, 
Geoffrey Stevens. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday 10th Actors and all who 
work in radio and television and in 
our local theatres to entertain us. 
Monday 11th Stone with Dinton 
and Hartwell: clergy - David 
Cooke. Worminghall with Ickford, 
Oakley and Shabbington: clergy - 
David Wallace, Nancy Wallace. 
Tuesday 12th Chipping Norton 
Deanery. For their churches 
engaged in pastoral reorganisation, 
and the working out of their dean- 
ery’s pastoral strategy. F 04 the 
Chadlington benefice in an inter- 
regnum. For the continuing work of 
the deanery training group and the 
building up of ministerial teams. 
For Ruth Sims and Jenny Alidina, 


training to be licensed lay minis- 
ters, Anne Hartley locally ordained 
minister; Jan Fielden - non stipen- 
diary minister: For the area dean - 
Graham Canning; synod lay chair- 
man- Elizabeth Higgs. 

Wednesday 13th Chadlington 
with Spelsbury, Ascott-under- 
Wychwood; licensed lay minister 

- Malcolm Dick. 

Thursday 14th Chari bury w 
Shorthampton: clergy - Judy French 

- licensed lay minister - Penny 
Naime. Chipping Norton with 
Over Norton: clergy - Stephen 
Weston; licensed lay ministers - 
Elizabeth Allen, John Forest. 

Friday 15th Enstone and Heythrop: 
clergy - Tony Moore. Great Tew w 
Little Tew, Over Worton with 
Nether Worton: clergy - Robin 
Denniston; licensed lay minister - 
Rozanne Colchester: 

Saturday 16th Hook Norton w 
Great Rollright, Swerford and 
Wigginton: clergy - John Acreman, 
Christopher Turner; licensed lay 
minister - Janet Collins. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday 17th Pharmacists and all 
those who work in our local 
chemist shops, and all who work in 
the pharmaceutical industry. 
Monday 18 th Kingham w 
Churchill, Daylesford and Sarsden: 
clergy - Tony Cannon, Stephen 
Hayes, Geoffrey Shaw, Leslie 
Manderson: licensed lay minister - 
Bob Forster: 

Tuesday 19th Little Compton w 
Chastleton, Cornwell, Little 
Rollright and Salford: clergy - Glyn 
Evans, Hugh Williams. 

Wednesday 20th Ramsden, 
F instock and Fawler; Leafield with 
Wychwood and Wilcote: clergy Jane 
Knowles. Shipton-under- Wychwood 
w Milton-under- Wychwood, Fifield 
w Idbury: clergy - Mike Williams, 
Frank Giles, Christopher Tadman 
Robins; licensed lay minister - 
Anthony Cable. 

Thursday 21st Bradfield Deanery. 
Giving thanks for continuing 
encouragement of work with young 
people in the deanery, through the 
ministry of Mark Berry (deanery 
youth work facilitator). For the on- 
going development of collaborative 
ministry in the four informal 
groups of parishes. For the work of 
the task force for training and spiri- 
tual development. For the area dean 

- Roger Howell; synod lay chair- 
man - Andrew Bond. 

Friday 22nd Aldermaston with 
Wasing and Brimpton: clergy - Pete 
Steele; licensed lay minister - Diana 
Bailey. Basildon with Aldworth and 
Ashampstead: clergy - Mark Mills- 
Powell, Charlie Vere Nicoll, Anthony 
Fothergill; licensed lay ministers - 
Margaret Davey, George Hudson. 
Saturday 23rd Bradfield and 
Stanford Dingley: clergy - Hugh 
Ellis; licensed lay ministers - 
Rosemary Green, Brian Norris. 
Burghfield: clergy - Brian Grundy. 
Stratfield Mortimer and 
Mortimer West End with 
Padworth: clergy - Paul Chaplin, 
Christopher Lea, Michael Oke, 


Charlotte Hetherington. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
-CHRISTMAS EVE 
Sunday 24th All who work in the 
hotel and catering industry, especial- 
ly those who work in our local 
restaurants and public houses. 
Monday 25th CHRISTMAS DAY 
Tuesday 26th STEPHEN, DEA- 
CON, FIRST MARTYR 
Wednesday 27th JOHN, APOS- 
TLE AND EVANGELIST 
Thursday 28th THE HOLY INNO- 
CENTS 



Friday 29th Pangbourne with 
Tidmarsh and Sulham: clergy - 
John Staples: licensed lay minis- 
ter - Marion Collier. Purley: 
clergy - Roger Howell, Jean 
Rothery: licensed lay minister - 
Walter Watkivs. Sullhamstead 
Abbots and Bannister with Ufton 
Nervet: clergy Jonathan Sibley. 
Saturday 30th Theale with 
Englefield: clergy - Tim Ekin: 
licensed lay minister - Chris 
Braddock. Woollhampton with 
Midgham and Beenham Valence: 
clergy - Christine Redgrave, 
Elizabeth Oke: licensed lay ministers 

- Thelma Caughey, Hanslip Long. 
THE SUNDAY OF CFIRISTMAS 
Sunday 31st All who work in power 
stations and the electricity industry, 
especially those working to keep 
our lights on while we are holiday. 

JANUARY 2001 

Monday 1st NAMING OF JESUS 
Buckingham Deanery Group 
Ministry. For the Buckingham 
benefice during the vacancy, that the 
right person is found to lead the 
church forward. For the ‘Open 
Door’ redevelopment project, that 
building work can begin in 2001. 
For the whole deanery that they 
may grow closer together and look 
outwards in mission and service. 
For the area dean - Hugh Kent; 
synod lay chairman - Juliet Rudolf. 
Tuesday 2nd Buckingham, 
Beachampton, Buckingham SS 
Peter and Paul, Radclive cum 
Chackmore, Thornborough, 
Thornton with Nash: clergy - 
Pauline Hardy, Ron Bundock: 
licensed lay ministers - Pat 
Faulknei; John King. 

Wednesday 3rd Lenborough, 
Adstock, Gawcott, Hillesden, 
Padbury: clergy - John Hudson. 
Thursday 4th North Buckingham, 
Akeley, Leckhampstead, Lilling- 
stone Dayrell, Lillingstone Lovell, 
Maids Moreton with Foscott: clergy 

- Hugh Kent; licensed lay ministers 

- Margaret Culley, Jean Farmer: 
Friday 5th Stowe: clergy - Ron 
Bundock. West Buckingham, 
Biddlesden, Shalstone, Tingewick, 


Turweston, Water Stratford, 
Westbury: clergy - Vivien Baldwin. 
Saturday 6 th THE EPIPHANY 
Bishops Richard (Oxon) Dominic 
(Reading) Mike (Buckingham) 
Colin (Dorchester). 

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 
Sunday 7th Carpenters and furni- 
ture manufacturers, including 
those who made our kitchen 
units, beds and other furniture in 
our own homes. 

Monday 8 th Cowley Deanery. For 
the fourteen parishes of this deanery 
which include within that area 30% 
of the Urban Priority Areas of the 
diocese; Oxford’s newer university 
(Oxford Brookes) and four major 
hospitals. For the churches’ ministry 
in the exciting diversity of cultures, 
races and opportunities. For the area 
dean - Tony Price: synod lay chair- 
man - Patricia Michael; licensed lay 
minister - Philip Clayton. 

Tuesday 9th Blackbird Leys: cler- 
gy - James Ramsey. 

Wednesday 10th Cowley Team 
Ministry: clergy - Stephen Hartley, 
John Tomlinson, Peter Stanway, 
Vernon On; Wazir Chand; licensed 
lay minister - Eric Uren. 

Thursday 11th Cowley St John, SS. 
Mary and John, St Bartholomew’s 
Chapel, Cowley, St John 
Evangelist (St Stephen’s House): 
clergy - Adam Romanis, Angela 
Forbes, Keith Lamdin; licensed lay 
minister - Janet Proudman. 

Friday 12th Headington Quarry: 
clergy - Tom Honey, Alex Hughes; 
licensed lay minister - Deirdre 
Twycross. Headington St Andrew: 
clergy - Michael Brewin. 

Saturday 13th Headington St.Mary: 
clergy - Jonathan Sewell; licensed lay 
ministers - Bernice Adepegba, 
Richard Chand. Highfield: James 
Cocke, George Bennett, Donald 
Cluer; licensed lay ministers - James 
Larminie, John Lightbody, Eve Vause. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
EPIPHANY - PLOUGH SUNDAY 
Sunday 14th Seed merchants and all 
allied traders to the farming indus- 
try, especially those who make and 
provide the machines used on our 
farms and the tools of the gardeners. 
Monday 15th Iffley: clergy - 
Richard Lea, David Barton: licensed 
lay minister - Keith Eyeons. 
Littlemore: clergy - Bernhard 
Schunemann, Jonathan Page, Sarah 
Coakley, John Muddiman. 

Tuesday 16 th Marston with 
Elsfield: clergy - Tony Price; licensed 
lay ministers - Robert Bruce, Branse 
Burbridge, David Cranston. New 
Marston: clergy - Elaine Bardwell, 
Joanna Coney; licensed lay minister 
- Rosemary Rycraft. 

Wednesday 17th Oxford St.Clement: 
clergy - Bruce Gillingham, Penny 
Joyce, Tony Beetham, Vera Sinton; 
full time youth worker - Chris Trent; 
licensed lay ministers - Toby Garfitt, 
Kenneth Howson. 

Thursday 18th WEEK OF PRAYER 
FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY begins. 
For all ‘Churches Together’ and 
local ecumenical projects. May they 
work to draw Christians of different 


denominations to be one in Christ. 
Friday 19th Sandford-on-Thames: 
clergy - Robert Morgan: licensed 
lay ministers - Brian Andrews, Liz 
Shatford. 

Saturday 20th Maidenhead 
Deanery. For the preparation of a 
new, effective deanery plan and 
thanksgiving for the increased spirit 
of collaboration. For leaders who 
are feeling overloaded or discour- 
aged. For the newly appointed 
parish press officers. For vacancies 
to be periods of spiritual growth. 
For fruitfulness from the consulta- 
tions in the ‘west end’ of the dean- 
ery and Windsor: For the area dean 

- Lee Rayfield; synod lay chairman 

- David Dufour. 

THIRD SUNDAY EPIPHANY 
Sunday 21st Musicians, especially 
those in local bands and orchestras, 
and those who teach music, espe- 
cially those who teach our children 
and young people. 

Monday 22nd Bray: clergy - 
George Redpath. Clewer: clergy - 
Ian Randall. 

Tuesday 23rd Cookham: clergy - 
Michael Smith, Valerie Bonham, 
Anthony Welling; licensed lay min- 
isters; Terrie Robinson, Charles 
Walmsley. Cookham Dean: clergy - 
John Copping, Philip Ind. 
Wednesday 24th Dedworth: clergy - 
Louise Brown. Hurley and 
Stubbings: clergy - Maurice 

Skinnei; Roy Taylor; licensed lay 
minister - Hilary Davis. 

Thursday 25th THE CONVER- 
SION OF PAUL Knowle Hill with 
Litdewick, Warren Row: for the 
churchwardens during the vacancy. 
Maidenhead All Saints: clergy - 
Norman Brown, Rosemary Bragg, 
Robert Langton. 

Friday 26th Maidenhead St 
Andrew and St Mary Magdalene: 
clergy - Trevor Parkin; licensed 
lay ministers - Ruth Knight, Jill 
Palfrey, Adrian Taylor. 
Maidenhead St Luke: clergy - 
Richard Holroyd, Richard Nunn; 
licensed lay minister - Bob Glen. 
Saturday 27th Maidenhead St 
Peter Furze Platt: clergy - Lee 
Rayfield, Catherine Blundell, 
Nigel Sanders; full-time youth 
worker - John Collins; licensed 
lay ministers - Brian Rose, Pat 
Rose, Doris Swinbank. 

FOURTH SUNDAY EPIPHANY 
Sunday 28th Shop assistants and 
managers and all in the retail indus- 
try, especially people in local shops. 
Monday 29th Maidenhead The 
Good Shepherd Cox Green: cler- 
gy - Vivien Brooks; licensed lay 
minister - Margaret Bird. New 
Windsor Team Ministry: clergy - 
Jeffery Whale, Ainsley Swift, 
John Quick. 

Tuesday 30th Old Windsor St Peter 
and St Andrew, Old Windsor St 
Luke Mission Room: clergy - Nigel 
Pocock, Prue Dufour; licensed lay 
minister - Mary Hutchinson. 
Wednesday 31st Waltham, Shurlock 
Row: clergy - David Cherry. White 
Waltham w Shottesbrooke: clergy - 
David Andrew; licensed lay minister 

- Dennis Croome. 


EARN MONEY 
FOR CHRISTMAS 

selling an exclusive range of 
Christmas cards 

Sell to your friends, neighbours, 
workmates, ideal for party 
planners, play groups, 
community groups, clubs etc. 

8 designs - size 6x4 inc with 
envelopes 
For example: 

100 cards for just £14.00 
Special prices on larger orders 
F or sample, contact 
MONTGOMERY EST.. Onalea, 
Marston, Montgomery, Derbyshire 
DE6 2FD Tel/Fax: 01889 590975 


PROVEN 

WEIGHTLOSS 

SYSTEM 


Complete Scientific Dietary 
and Activity Program. 
Suitable for All - NO 
Gimicks. Contact Dave: 

08700 104241 
07788 502700 

or E-nr.ail: 

iave 92000now.c-o.uk 
or go to 

www.2000now.co.uk 



mi2 


STOLES 

and all embroidered 
vestments and 
furnishings including 
Altar Frontals, Lectern 
Falls and Banners 
made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 


Embroidery for 
worship, ceremony 
and celebration 

Please contact 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 1LU 
Tel. 01280 823132 


PANGBOORNE PARISH CHURCH 
is looking for a 
OIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

We have a fine organ, a traditional choir, a Family 
Service choir and several talented instrumentalists. 
Remuneration within RSCM guidelines. 

For further details please contact the Revd John 
Staples, The Rectory, St James’ Close, 
Pangbourne, Reading RG8 7AP 

Tel: 0118 904 2920 

or' e-mail: reVdJdhn@yahoo.com 


The Perfect Venue for your Church Group.. 

QUANTOCK LODGE 

Over Stowey, Nr Bridgewater, Somerset 
(Resting up on the Quantock Hills!) 

Ideal for Christian teaching houseparties. Alpha Courses, 
Church holidays, Retreats. Large grounds, indoor heated pool, 
excellent sports facilities. Beautiful, tranquil surroundings. 
Group bookings up to 120 welcomed. 

Please ring 01278 732252 



Stephen P. Cockings 
Christian Advisor 

offering an 

Immigration Advice & Advocacy Service 

Also advice on Work Permit Issues 

PO Box 947, East Oxford 
Oxon OX4 1WH 
United Kingdom 

Tel & Fax: OXFORD 790694 
Pager No: 04325 585416 




TRINITY CARE 

caring for the whole person 


Brookfield Christian Care Home 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7UY 

66 bed Frail Elderly and Mental Health Home 

CARE ASSISTANTS 
Day Duty 

We need Care Assistants to provide high standards of 
physical and psychological care 
NVQ training 

Pleasant working environment 
Team spirit 

Contact Wendy Champion, Home Manager 
Telephone 01865 779888 
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TRINITY WILL WRITERS 

Friendly plain English Advice 

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME. 

We visit you daytime or evenings. 
Professionally written all for a lot less than you may think. 
Will Writing Has Never Been Easier. 
Your Will convenient and affordable. 

For a friendly chat Tel: 01491 571633 


Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.somersetcottages.com 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01 749 672 8S7 


PAINFUL FEET? 

Consider 

SUPPORTERS’ INSERT 
SOLES 

Ortho-med (Supplies) Ltd 
PO Box 4747 West Mersea, 
Colchester C05 8NP 
Tel/Fax: 01206 384747 
www.orthomedsupplies.com 


PREGNANT? WORRIED? 

• Free pregnancy test 

• Someone to talk to 

• Support 

• Accommodation 

• Help after abortion 

2nd Floor, 130 High Street 

OXFORD 01865 202435 

and at Aylesbury, Bracknell, Reading, 
Slough and Wycombe 

caring for women 

Reg. Charity No 274144 


Jiouyn 

I25fe 


THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on Tel 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 


HELP 


EARN EXTRA MONEY 
AND HELP OTHERS 
... by providing care 
and companionship 
for the elderly in their 
own homes 

FLEXIBLE HOURS 

Ring 

01494 678811 


EPILEPSY - FACT V FICTION 




UNIVERSAL CARE 


★ ★★ 


Very few people aware 
that epilepsy is the 
most common serious 
neurological 
condition, affecting at 
least 30,000 people in 
the UK alone. With 80 
people newly 
diagnosed every 
single day in this 
country, it is not a 
condition that anyone 
can ignore. 

Epilepsy knows no social 
or cultural boundaries, it 
could effect any one of 


NONI - AN ANCIENT SECRET COMBINED 
WITH MODERN SCIENCE 

Amazing new nutritional supplement, PREMIUM NONI PLUS, now available in the 

UK. Noni health juice is being hailed as the latest discovery of modern times, yet this 
extraordinary plant has been treasured by many cultures for thousands of years. 
Polynesian healers, who consider it "a sacred plant", have used virtually every part of 
the plant for a wide range of medicinal uses. They are thought to have bought it with 
them in their canoes when they first came to islands. 

Modern science has investigated Noni and discovered that it contains vitamins, 
minerals, trace elements, enzymes, beneficial alkaloids, co-factors and plant sterols as 
well as the full range of amino acids. 

Noni is receiving more and more attention from modern herbalists, medical physicians 
and biochemists. Scientific studies within the last few decades lent support to the 
Polynesian's claims of Noni's unusual healing power. 

Twinlab, the USA's top producer of sports nutritional supplements with over 35 years 
experience, has now turned its attention to the Noni plant. Only the best sources of 
Noni, Polynesian and Tahitian are used and are obtained directly from juice puree, not 
powdered or dried sources. 

Twinlab has taken pure Noni juice puree and added Aloe, another ancient medicinal 
plant that has been used for over 4000 years. Modern research suggests that Aloe help 
support the body's natural defences. In addition, Twinlab have added a range of fruit 
concentrates, which provide flavanoids and anthrocyanins, which are recognised for 
their powerful antioxidant properties. 

Noni can safely be given to your pets so they can benefit from this extraordinary health 
drink. 

So now you can have the benefits of the Noni and Aloe plant with a range of health fruit 
concentrates, all in one convenient health drink. 

To order a month's supply at our special introductory price of £23.95 until end of 
December, or for more information please phone Pauline or Michael on 01 273 563295 
or e-mail pauline @ thetriQQS.fsnet.co.uk 


YERCOMBE 

(GLOUCESTERSHIRE) 

TRUST 

Yercombe Lodge at Stinchcombe 
provides a high standard of 
respite and residential care. 

The new residential rooms are all 
en-suite and enjoy picturesque and 
panoramic views. 

For details of vacancies 
please contact the Manager on 

01453 542513 


us at any time in 
our life. In fact, 
one in 20 of us 
will have a 
seizure during 
our lifetime. It is 
a purely physical 
condition, not a 
mental one. In 
many cases, you 
wouldn't know 
that a person 
had epilepsy, 
because with 
today's 

medication more 
than 70 per cent 
of people have 
their seizures completely 
controlled. For the 
remainder, there is 
always hope that a new 
drug will be found or that 
their particular form of 
epilepsy could be cured, 
or at least improved, by 
surgery. 

Unfortunately, many 
people with epilepsy are 
regarded as abnormal or 
in some way inferior to 
the rest of society. A high 
proportion experience 
prejudice at school, at 
work - even going down 
to their local shops. 

The National Society for 
Epilepsy is at the 
forefront of medical 
research, currently 
undertaking £3 million 
worth of research 
projects. The NSE also 
offers assessment 
facilities to give people 
the opportunity to have 



their diagnosis 
completely reviewed if 
their seizures are not 
well controlled. 

The Society's 
headquarters 
in Chalfont St Peter, 
Buckinghamshire, 
provide a home for 
almost 300 people who 
have additional learning 
or physical difficulties as 
well as epilepsy. The 
NSE also aims to dispel 
the stigma and 
ignorance surrounding 
the condition, providing 
information, training and 
support services 
throughout the country. 
With the help of the 
National Society for 
Epilepsy, the majority of 
people with epilepsy live 
happy, independent and 
full lives, but only by 
continuing to educate the 
general public can the 
prejudice be wiped out. 


THE WESTMINSTER BEAUMONT ■ 

helping residents get the most out of life JFeftminster 

1 ° ° OXFORD 




Helping residents to maintain a full and 
active lifestyle is the aim of the Westminster 
Beaumont, Oxford, one of Westminster 
Health care's finest nursing homes. 

The home offers a whole range of exciting 
activities designed to make sure that 
residents get the most out of life. 

Home Manager Michelle Williams says: 
"Our endeavour is to make people's lives as 
interesting and as full as possible. We 
provide a person-centred approach led by 
the residents' needs." 

On offer is an impressive range of organised 
activities geared around residents' interests - 
everything from social events to art classes. 


One new activity available to residents is 
surfing the web. The Westminster Beaumont 
is one of three homes that Westminster 
Health Care has recently provided with 
internet access. Michelle says: "We have our 
computer set up in the bar lounge area. It's 
great as it means that residents can send and 
receive e-mails from their relatives." 

Taking a pro-active approach to improving 
quality of life for residents starts with the 
basics ... health care. Here, the team at the 
Westminster Beaumont deliver an 
impressive service to meet residents' needs. 
Together with local GP Dr Mark Huckstep, 
the home offers screening clinics where 
residents have health checks such as blood 
pressure monitoring and urine testing. There 
are also regular case reviews to assess 
residents' needs. 

As you'd expect with such a forward- 
thinking approach, staff training is high on 
the agenda. As well as a thorough induction 
programme, all staff receive ongoing 
training - something which Westminster 
Health Care fully encourages. The home has 
recently created a dedicated training room, 
which will be used for staff teaching 
sessions and practical training. 

Home manager Michelle has been in the 
post since last November. She joined forces 
with Dr Huckstep and the matron in January. 
Together she describes them as "a new, 
strong team, still full of enthusiasm." 


Michelle's next step is to find out whether 
this pro-active approach benefits residents. 
She is developing links with Professor 
Grimley Evans, Professor of Gerontology at 
Oxford University, and with the School of 
Nursing atOxford Brookes University. They 
hope to carry out research and a survey of 
residents' satisfaction. 

Five miles from the centre of Oxford, the 
Westminster Beaumont is an old Edwardian 
house with a purpose built extension and is 
situated within the grounds of Bagley 
Woods. 

It has 49 beds and fourteen apartments. It 
offers both respite and long-term nursing 
care - and also has a wing devoted to 
residential care. 

The home also has a wide range of services 
including physiotherapy, chiropody, 
hairdressing and a hydrotherapy pool. It 
even boasts its own minibus and car - with a 
driver who works 365 days a year. "Having 
this is a real plus," explains Michelle. "The 
driver will ferry people to their medical 
appointments and to social events such as 
shopping trips or a visit to see relatives." 

She says: "Our residents have enjoyed full 
and active lives - there is no reason why that 
should stop when they walk through our 
door." 

The Westminster Beaumont, Oxford is run 
by Westminster Senior Living, one of the 
leading providers of quality care for older 



people in the UK, snd part of Westminster 
Health Care. 

Westminster Senior Living operates over 90 
nursing homes throughout the UK - all 
combine comfort, homeliness and security 
with the highest levels of service and 
nursing care. 

For enquiries about the Westminster 
Beaumont, Oxford, please contact 
Michelle Williams, The Westminster 
Beaumont, Bayworth Corner, Bayworth 
Lane, Boars Hill, Oxford 0X1 5DE. 
Telephone 01865 730 990. 
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The Changing Pattern of life 


Trinity Care's vision has 
always been to provide 
whole person care to 
people in need of 
residential or nursing care. 
This has primarily been through 
nursing and residential care 
homes and Trinity Care currently 
manages 27 homes around the 
country but increasingly the 
company is exploring new ways 
of meeting care needs. 

At the latest Trinity Care 
development in Aylesbury the 
company has been considering 
ways of assisting the local 
community by developing 
innovative care ideas. 
Arrangements are now well 
advanced for the relocation of a 
number of older patients currently 
receiving long term care at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital. It is hoped 
this venture will be a start of a 
fruitful relationship. Trinity Care 
through its commitment to 
purpose built buildings is able to 
provide a quality service and 
environment. Similar partnerships 
have been made with other 


Advertisement Feature 

Health Authorities around the 
country. 

It is necessary for companies 
such as Trinity Care to look at 
new ways of meeting the needs 
of the increasing older population. 
The government in its recent 
'NHS Plan’ was looking to 
encourage partnerships between 
the private and public sector for 
the benefit of older people 
particularly in the provision of 
Intermediate Care. Whilst many 
more older people may remain in 
their homes, they are often 
isolated and vulnerable and do 
not receive the care they need, in 
many instances ending up in 
hospital. The aim of Intermediate 
Care is to assist older people to 
recover from a hospital stay by 
providing rehabilitation. The 
service is specifically directed at 
strategies to enable people to 
manage effectively and safely 
back in their own home 
environment. The type of care 
being provided in nursing homes 
is changing! 


NSE 

fc 



The 

National Society 
for Epilepsy 


CAN YOU 
HELP? 


The chances are that somebody you know has epilepsy; a 
member of your family, a friend or a colleague. 

You may not know they have epilepsy; some people find it 
difficult to tell even the closest friends. 

Why? Because even today epilepsy carries such a stigma. 

Yet at any one time more than 300,000 people in the UK 
have the condition. 1 in 20 people will have a seizure during 
their lifetime. 

With vour help we can continue our vital work But 

We need your help now! 

For more information about the work of The National Society for Epilepsy 
or to make a donation, please contact: - 
FR Dept, The National Society for Epilepsy, Reference DP, 

Chesham Lane, Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks SL9 0RJ. 

Tel: 01494 601444 or visit our website at www.epilepsynse.org.uk 

Sc 



I would like to give a donation to 
the NSE I enclose £. 


Please send me an information pack 
so that I can learn more about the 
NSE and its work. 


Name . 
Address 


x 


Post to: FR Dept, The National Society for Epilepsy, Reference DP, Chesham Lane, 
Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks SL9 0RJ. Tel: 01494 601444 
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Caring for the 

Whole Person 


MANY health professionals now recognise that 
older people both need and deserve so much more 
than just a safe, secure environment. 

That’s why Trinity Care provides Whole Person Care. 
We understand that nurturing and developing 
relationships is fundamental to us all as human beings 
and we base our care on sound Chrisatian values. 

Our residents know that their environment and their 
spiritual needs are cared for too. 

All our homes have highly trained staff, including a 
dedicated Activities and Social Co-ordinator. Together 
they are commited to making each resident feel safe, 
secure and loved. 

By recognising each resident as a unique individual, 
we help them to discover that even if they are totally 
dependant on others, they are still of value. 


■ 


OPENING JANUARY 2001 


Hillside Nursing Home, 

Bicester Road, Aylesbury. 

Purpose built to provide nursing care to older 
people who are no longer able to live totally 
independently. 

If you are interested in joining our team of 
carers, or you would like more information 
about the nursing home please contact 
Mrs Glynis Whitmore. 

Telephone: 07879 856825 


TRINITY CARE 

caring for the whole person 

www.trinitycare.co.uk 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


PROVIDENCE 

ROW 

Registered Charity No. 207454 



Building on our long 
tradition of a Christian 
and Professional response 
to the homeless and 
dispossessed 


Since 1860 we have been helping people find 
a way back to a settled way of living through 
access to accommodation, training and long- 
term support. We need YOUR help to 
continue this vital work. Donations, 
Covenants and Legacies are desperately 
needed. We have recently expanded the 
opportunities for volunteers and are now 
recruiting to fill these vacancies. Donations 
and enquiries to:- 


Sister Winefride, 
Providence Row, 
50 Crispin Street, 
London El 6HQ 
Tel. 0207 375 0020 


HIGH WYCOMBE 

For FREE loan of battery scooters, 
manual and power wheelchairs 
Open Monday to Saturday 



PHONE: 01494 472277 

also at 

Court Gardens, Marlow 
PHONE: 01628 405218 


i > 


WALKING 

DIFFICULITES INDOORS 
OR OUTDOORS 

ALL BRITISH MADE, THE 
MOST ADVANCED 
WALKING FRAMES FOR 
COMPLETE MOBILITY AND 
INDEPENDENCE 
THESE ADJUSTABLE WALKERS AND 
TROLLEYS WILL KEEP YOU MOBILE 
AND ACTIVE THEY HAVE SEATS, 
WHEELS, AUTOMATIC BRAKES. 
BASKETS AND TRAYS: FOLD FOR 
TRAVELLING. WEIGHT Ribs. 

SEND OR RING FOR ILLUSTRATED 
LEAFLET TO: 

KINGSWOOD SUPPLY CO, 
DEPT N3 TOUCAN WAY, 
BASILDON, ESSEX SS16 6ER. 
TEL. 01268 533768 

Ref CH 


WINTER BLUES? 
STRESSED OUT? 
CAN'T SLEEP? 


You need sunshine 
in a bottle! 

Several exclusive herbs 
combine in this unique, 
non-addictive blend. 
Feel good naturally! 
100% sat. guarantee 
£2 for 3 day sample 
Tel. 0845 2003821 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 

%ARDINGTON Near Banbury 

1TCF 0x011 0X17 1SD 

nursing home Telephone: (01295) 750513 


The Oxfordshire Youth Mentoring Scheme 

YOU'RE IN DEMAND! 

We have a shortage of mentors across 
Oxfordshire especially from the Black and Asian 
communities. 

Could you spare some freetime to make a 
difference to a young persons life? 

Could you help to guide, advise and 
support a person? 

We need people like you - to make a difference to 
difficult to reach young people in Oxfordshire! 
We will train you through an Open College 
Network course, and equip you ready for the 
challenge. We'll support you throughout. 
Mentoring has a major role to play with young 
people struggling to become accepted members 
of their community. 

For more information call 0 1 865 848 1 8 1 


CLEARING A PATH 
THROUGH THE MINEFIELD 


Browse through the classified 
section of any newspaper or watch 
daytime television and you cannot 
fail to notice the amount of space and 
airtime devoted to mobility products. 
As well as providing personalities like Dame 
Thora Hird and Frank Windsor with an income 
source, it also brings into sharp relief how 
large this market has become over the last 15 
years. 

Recent research shows that the market is 
worth some £3 billion plus and is growing at 6- 
10 per cent per annum, We all know that life 
expectancy due to medical advance is now 
longer than ever before. We also know how 
starved of resources the NHS has become. 
This, together with the knowledge that the 
post war 'baby boomers' are now reaching 
retirement age retirement age has created a 
huge and growing industry with literally 


CLIENT 

2^ y CENTRED 
^4/ COUNSELLING 

• Relationship issues • Loss 

• Bereavement • Low self-esteem 

• Depression • Anxiety 

• Racial discrimination 

• Mental health issues 

Sliding Scale of Charges 
Fiona J Cookings 

Tel & Fax 01865 790694 


hundreds of companies offering their products 
as the 'best and only' or 'revolutionary and 
unique' answer to your mobility needs. 
However, many companies also operate a 
direct sales policy with all the resultant 
problems. We have all heard horror stories 
about salesmen who refuse to leave or other 
'one off accounts to secure your signature. 

To many, it may seem that the double glazing 
salesman of the 80s has become the mobility 
salesman o the year 2000. 

Thankfully, these bad apples remain in the 
minority for the time being, with the majority if 
companies remaining focused on the needs of 
the client. However, the trust us that we are all 
individuals with different requirements. 

For example, one particular brand of bath lift 
may prove ideal for one person but be totally 
inappropriate for another. Although all bath lifts 
perform essentially the same function, they do 
so in different ways with the professional skill 
lying in steering the client towards the product 
that best suits their individual needs. 

It is highly recommended to consult an 
independent company who can clear a path 
through this minefield for the benefit of the 
client. Such a company, like ourselves, should 
have access to over 2,500 different mobility 
products and operate within the spirit of the 
Disability and Discrimination Act and be aware 
of current mobility and social care practice. 
Experience and expertise should be used to 
ensure that the correct equipment is supplied 
for individual circumstances. The needs of the 
client should always come first. 

Richard Walsh 
Independent Living Consultants Ltd 

(01494) 443933 


INDEPENDENT LIVING 

PROBLEMS WITH MOBILITY? 

PLEASE VISIT OUR 
NEW SHOWROOM 

SCOOTERS/WHEELCHAIRS 
BATH LIFTS/STAIRLIFTS 
HANDRAILS/RAMPS 








: : 


COMMODES/CONTINENCE PRODUCTS 




WALKERS 

RISE/RECLINE CHAIRS 
ADJUSTABLE BEDS 






A FANTASTIC RANGE OF EVERY 
DAY ITEMS St MUCH , MUCH MORE 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESS - 
AMPLE PARKING 


IO CROSS COURT, 
PL0MER GREEN AVENUE, 
DOWNLEY HPI3 5UW 
TEl/FAX: 01494 443933 
MOBILE: 07970 378889 
•-in.il: indep.living@ic24.net 


Betterfit 

Comfort Footwear 

WIDE FITTING FOOTWEAR MADE TO FIT 
PEOPLE WITH PROBLEM FEET 



STOCK RANGE + SPECIAL FITTING 
ODD SIZES + 1/2 PAIRS AVAILABLE 
WASHABLE TEXTILES AND SOFT LEATHERS 
LIGHTWEIGHT HARD WEARING 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR SOLES 

BROCHURE AVAILABLE 

Made in our factory in Derbyshire 
SUPPLIERS TO NHS TRUST AND CHIROPODISTS 

Tel. 01283 225 540 Fax. 01283 225 548 

232 Burton Road, Woodville, 
Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE11 7JR 




• FREE personal survey (No obligation) 

• New or reconditioned straight and curved stairlifts 

• Servicing and maintenance 
•We purchase unwanted stairlifts 

• Branches nationwide 

• Mains or battery powered 

• Local AUTHORITY APPROVED 


TOP QUALITY 
REASONABLE PRICES! 

Approved suppliers for: 

SUNRISE 

Stannah F 5 ^ MEDICAL 


WE ALSO STOCK! 

• Scooters 

• Wheelchairs 

• Riser Recliner Chairs 

• Bath Lifts 



The Langley House Trust works to rehabilitate ex-offenders, 
returning them crime-free to the community. 

PLEASE HELP US 

Langley House Trust FREEPOST P0 181 , 

Witney, Oxon 0X8 6 YG 

Registered charity No. 290059 


Langley House Trust 
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The Langley House Trust 


The doors shuts and the 
young man steps out. Keith 
has passed through many 
doors today. 

First thing this morning it was 
the cell door, the the many 
doors between his landing and 
the discharge suite of the prison 
and then the prison gate itself. 
Stepping out into the street was 
a surprisingly daunting prospect 
but spurred on by his fellow 
inmates the lads inside had 
acknowledged his departure with 
the usual shouts and cries from 
the barred windows inset into 
the Victorian wing of the 
building. 

Keith stepped out and looked 
back at prison from the outside. 
Something he had not seen for 
23 months and 14 days. The 
view was not something he 
recognised, the clean 'new brick' 
appearance of the prison 
gatehouse, the smart prison 
signs and flower beds that 
adorned the prison reception 
area. This did not tally with the 
experiences he had just left 
behind. Prison had been hard 
and if there was anything Keith 
could do to stop himself from 
returning he would do it. 

Like many others before him, his 
intentions were very honourable, 
this was to be a fresh start, a 
new beginning. Its true Keith 
wasn’t going to turn into an 
angel and start helping little old 
ladies across the road, but he 
was confident that he was going 
to stay out of trouble. 

First things first - somewhere to 
live. 

Looking at the discharge grant 
he has in hand he wonders 
where he could possibly afford 
to live. This money will have to 
last him 14 days until he will be 


able to start receiving his 
Housing Benefit. He’s probably 
got enough to last him a week. 
There will be a great temptation 
to bridge the gap with a little slip 
back into his old ways. 

For many people like Keith they 
have little or no hope of 
surviving crime-free. Ex- 
offenders enter a hostile world, 
without help many will re-offend. 
The Langley House Trust 
believes that people can change 
for the better and provides 
accommodation and care based 
on Christian principles of love. 
We believe that people can 
change for the better. This 
means helping leavers to 
address their own problems. A 
Christian charity with over 40 
years experience of working with 
ex-offenders, we work in 
locations across England. We 
work alongside people, 
addressing their physical, mental 
and spiritual problems. We are a 
leading provider of 
accommodation and support to 
people who are otherwise hard 
to place because of their history. 
If you believe that people should 
have the opportunity to change 
for the better and would like to 
hear more about our work with 
ex-offenders email 
info @ lanalevhousetrust or write 
to Langley House Trust, 
FREEPOST, PO Box 181. 
Witney, Oxon OX8 6YG 
One day, almost all prisoners 
will be released into the 
community. May the Spirit 
englighten us all to the truth of 
God’s forgiveness and love and 
give to those leaving prison 
encouragement and the will to 
seek opportunities to make a 
fresh start. 

Prisoners’ Week Committee 


PRACTICAL PEOPLE 

FLEXIBLE HOURS • YOU CHOOSE! 

GOOD HOURLY RATES 

We Offer 

• Salary can be paid directly to 

/ Helping\ 

the church if requested 

I the elderly \ 

• 4 weeks holiday 

I stay in their J 

• Contributory Pension Scheme 

\own homes y 

• Comprehensive Training 
Programme to National Level 

• Work locally - Thatcham - 


Newbury - Theale - Reading 
- Wokingham - Bracknell 

We Need 

• Complete reliability (your 
client will rely on you) 

• Good communication 


skills 


• Kindness, caring, patience 

• Flexibility of approach 

• Ability to work 
independently 

• Car driver 

No qualifications necessary • training provided 
Please Call Tony 01189 573455 


National Meningitis Trust's 

NOTIONAL 


Menii 


litis is the number one killer 
Iren aged one to five in 
Britain. Please help us fight 
meningitis through research, 


2 March 2001 *&&& 


ling a Coffee 
in aid of the 

Trust. 



For more information or to obtain 
an Event Pack call our Hotline on 
01453769015 
or Email: 

Zoeh@menmgitis tmstorg.uk 

Website: mvw.meningitis-frust.org.uk 
Tel: 0145 3 768000 Fax: 01453 768001 

R«9 Chaily Ho 303016 


BANBURY PRIVATE AMBULANCE 


We hire wheelchairs, crutches, commodes and 
zimmer frames. 

We also sell reconditioned wheelchairs. 
Wheelchair, stretcher and ambulance transport 
available including Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day 


82 HOWARD ROAD, DANBURY 
01205 259180 


COUNSELLING 

Confidential conversations with professionally 
qualified and experienced psychologist. 
Help in clarifying and finding a way forward in 
relationship difficulties; anxieties; loss; low spirits 
or depression, loneliness and other difficulties. 
Initial confidential interview without charge 
LESLIE COLLINS 
Chartered Psychologist, Oxford 
Telephone 01865 515732 



Green 
Pastures 
Christian 
a Nursing 


Home 

The Hawthorns, Banbury 0X16 9FA 

Tel: 01295 279963 

We provide full Nursing Care 
within a Christian environment. 

We are able to offer 
accommodation to elderly people, 
whether they are funded by 
private means, or through Social 
Services. 

Our philosophy is to: 

....Show mercy and compassion to 
one another. Zech 7-9 

Registered Charity No., 297937 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO l.OOpill TEL: 01793 701313 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 




Bp ® _ 

|| 


For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors . . . and around the home 





WALKING AIDS 


STAIR LIFTS 


BATH LIFT 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 



Advertising 


T , n , . D1 , , PLAYHOUSE 

The Oxford Playhouse presents 



“Laughter, 
excitement and 
generous measure 
of sparkle” 


Box Office 
01865 798600 

Beaumont StrwH, 
(Mord OXi /I.W 

wuworfordplavhoiiw.ro . uk 


Don’t Miss Out on the 
► Internet Bonanza ◄ 

1000’s of small business’s need 
websites that can be self-managed 
without technical knowledge or coding. 

IF YOU CAN SELL. 


TTTF 


£50k realistic as a WEBST0RES agent. 
OR GOT AN INTERNET IDEA, 
Need Finance/Support 

Call: 0118954 7469 


NEWLY PUBLISHED 



Dr Rov Masses MBE writes : 'David Bland has chronicled the 
story of Frederick Ouseley and His College in some detail and 
in eminently readable style. He traces its early years, the time 
of its greatness, and the sad but probably inevitable decline in 
a changing world. But Ouseley's great work continues in a 
new guise and the author speaks of the wonderful role of the 
Ouseley Trustees who, these days, have been able to encourage 
Ouseley's vision on a much wider canvas.' 

Published in hardback, with colour dustjacket, 335 pages, 
including many photographs and illustrative material 
throughout the text. 

PRICE £24 (£21 + £3 postage and packing) - delivery within 
21 days of order. Please send remittance of £24 (cheque 
payable to David Bland) to: 


Mr David Bland. Broadbent Cottage. Willowbrook. 

Eton. W indsor, Berkshire SL4 6HL 



Stephen P. Cockings 
Christian Advisor 


offering an 

Immigration Advice & Advocacy Service 

Also advice on Work Permit Issues 

PO Box 947, East Oxford 
Oxon OX4 1 WH 
United Kingdom 

Tel & Fax: OXFORD 790694 
Pager No: 04325 585416 



DIRECT FROM SELL OUT UK TOUR! 
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The Christmas Tree, a symbol of everlasting life 

Jenny Hyson, Diocesan Children's Advisor, finds the roots of our Christmas tree in northern Germany 


LAST month in the DOOR, I 
was remembering those 
strange family traditions, 
whose roots have long been 
forgotten, especially those 
linked to Christmas. Dressing 
the Christmas tree has it’s own 
traditions and rituals, but 
more importantly tells a story 
as memories are carefully 
unwrapped year after year. 
Decorations that the children 
have been given or have made 
over the years as well as deco- 
rations brought from different 
places all are carefully hung 
on the branches amid the 
retelling of stories. But where 
did the tradition of the 
Christmas tree itself come 
from? 

Legend has it that St Boniface 
who was a Christian mission- 
ary in northern Germany 
came upon a group of pagans 
who were about to sacrifice a 
young boy to a great oak tree 
they were worshipping. The 
story goes that St Boniface told 
the pagans that they didn’t have 


to sacrifice the young boy to 
please God but that God 
loved them anyway, and with 
that he chopped down the oak 
tree and set the young boy 
free. St Boniface then found 
growing among the roots of 
the oak a small spruce tree. He 
gave the little spruce to the 
boy saying, ‘Let this little ever- 
green tree be your symbol of 
everlasting life.’ From that 
time on the spruce became the 
focus of Christmas celebra- 
tions in northern Germany, 
and as the legend spread the 
Christmas tree became a 
world-wide symbol of 
Christmas. 

And what better symbol of 
everlasting life, linking as it 
does with Jesus’ own birthday. 

'For God loved the world so 
much that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not die 
but have eternal life’ John 3:16. 
Today the shops are full of 
Christmas trees of all shapes 



and sizes. There are trees that 
sing and trees that dance, trees 
that light up and change 
colour as well as trees that 
make their own snow! 

But how can you make your 
Christmas tree, whatever it’s 
shape and size, retell not just 
the story of St Boniface but 
the story that has been told for 
2000 years, a story that at it’s 
heart still holds the promise of 
everlasting life? 

Think together about the 
Christmas story and decide 
what characters or symbols 
you want to use to tell the 


story. Here are some ideas: 
Angels - who told of Jesus’ 
birth. 

A star - shone over Bethlehem 
and led the wise men. 

Mary and Joseph 

The donkey - that carried 

Mary. • 

The shepherds and their 
woolly sheep - who came to 
visit the baby. 

Little gift wrapped boxes - 

symbols of the gifts the wise 
men brought to Jesus. 
Twinkling Christmas tree 
lights, tinsel or candle decora- 
tions - symbols that Jesus 
came to be the light of the 
world. And of course, don’t 
forget baby Jesus! 

So as you un-wrap your deco- 
rations this year, see if any of 
the decorations help you to 
remember the Christmas 
story. You might already have 
some angels or stars, twinkly 
lights or candles. Some of 
these may already have their 
own particular family story, 
which can now be integrated 


into the retelling of the 
Christmas story. 

Where you haven’t got char- 
acters from your list you 
might like to make some 
using the ideas below so that 
your tree, the focus of 
Christmas decorations, will 
reflect the real story of 
Christmas. 


Figures made from Salt 
dough 

You will need: 

2 cups of plain flour 
2 cups salt 

2tbs wallpaper paste (make 
sure it doesn't contain fungi- 
cide) 

1 cup of water 

Mix the ingredients together 
and knead to form a smooth 
dough. Shape into characters - 
Mary Joseph, Shepherds, Wise 
men (these could either be 
rounded figures or flat). With a 
knitting needle make a hole in 
the top to thread a ribbon 
through. 

Leave overnight to harden 
Bake in a very low oven (2 OOF 
100C Gas mark 1) for 3 - 4 
hours until dried out. 

Leave to cool and then paint 
with poster paint , varnish. 
Thread ribbon through and 
hang on tree. 

Painted baubles 

You will need: 

Plain Christmas tree baubles 
Fine paintbrushes 
Glass paint 
Egg cups 

On paper sketch out the char- 
acter you want to draw, keep it 
very simple. Copy the design 
with the paintbrush and paint 
onto the bauble. Stand the 
painted bauble in the egg cup 
to allow it to dry. Thread rib- 
bon, or string to the bauble 
and hang it on the tree. 
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Tent Event 



ON Sunday 24 September 
Englefield House was alive 
with, the sound of young peo- 
ple worshipping God together 
under a huge Big Top. 
Catherine Haig, one of the 
organisers of the event wrote; 
‘Up to 600 teenagers turned 
up on the night - we had been 
praying for 400 - and there 
was a fantastic atmosphere. 
The local press showed an 
interest and there was a para- 
graph in the Newbury Weekly 
News which was great. The 
two bands {Jericho - Reading’s 
top Christian band, and Fire 
Fly , a brand new band which 
has already supported 
Delirious?) were excellent, as 
was. the Sound Foundation, a 
Christian sound and lighting 
company from Reading. 
Mark Berry (the deanery 
youth worker for Bradfield) 
with a team of youth leaders 
put the whole evening together 
and led a time of prayer and 
meditation in the middle. 
Drinks were free and food 
was supplied by Steve Riley 
of the Hot Sausage Company 
who normally plies his trade 
in Reading but this evening 
brought his ‘cart’ along 
(complete with fish symbol) 
and sold his excellent hot 
dogs outside the tent!’ 
Another amazing story con- 
nected to the event was that, 
a few days before it was due 
to take place, the organisers 
were told that there would be 
an additional bill for the tech- 
nical side, of between £300 
and £400. An anonymous 
cheque arrived in the post 
that morning marked ‘For 
Tentevent costs’ - for exactly 
£400. And so it went on. 


December recipes from 
Ann Way can be found on 
page seven. 


The Corrymeela Community 

DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATOR 

(England and Wales) 

The Corrymeela Community, based in Northern Ireland, is an international recognised 
Christian Community active in promoting peace and reconciliation. The membership and 
work of the Community is supported by churches, church groups, other interested 
organisations and a network of Friends of Corrymeela. We are seeking to appoint a 
Development Co-Ordinator to manage and further develop this support in England and 
Wales. 

The successful candidate will need to have some awareness and knowledge of the 
situation in Northern Ireland and will share the Community’s Christian commitment to 
reconciliation. As well as a good level of education, the candidate will have previous 
experience of networking with individuals and groups, including initiating new contracts 
and should have experience of public speaking. 

This position is currently envisaged as a 3-day equivalent. The nature of the work will 
require availability for evening and weekend work and a significant amount of travel. 
Salary is negotiable within th§ range of £15,000 - £20,000 (pro-rata) subject to experience. 
There are 5 weeks holiday and a pension scheme within normal age limits. 

For further details and application form, please write to: The Administrator, 
Corrymeela Link, PO Box 4829, Early, Reading, Berkshire, England RG6 1XX 
e.mail corrymeelalink@btinternet.com. 

CLOSING DATE FOR THE APPLICATION IS 3rd JANUARY 2001 
Interviews will take place mid- January 2001 
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SONY 

CRF-320 multi-band 
radio or similar, also old 
valve amplifiers, Tannoy 
loudspeakers. 
Daniel Atkinson. 

01332 792515 


Video Films, DVD’s, 
Compact Discs, 
Cassettes. 

All types wanted. 
Large Quantities Preferred. 

Telephone: 
01442 865871 


Watches Wanted 

Gents pocket and wrist watches, 
military or civilian, any 
condition. Also associated items, 
i.e. chains, keys etc. 

Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone 

01691 831162 anytime 
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Anglicans not angels 


THE ‘CHAPTERS’ of this 
book were originally pub- 
lished as a series in The 
Church Times from October 
1999 to April 2000. This vol- 
ume brings the material 
together to form an overview 
of our Christian heritage. 
There are plenty of well pro- 
duced illustrations and the 
text is sensibly presented with 
separate ‘boxes’ on relevant 
people or topics. 

Thirty riveting chapters take 
the reader from the beginnings 
of Christianity through the 
twists and turns of the history 
of the Church in England end- 
ing with a consideration of the 
future. The earlier periods 
might have been given more 
space to balance the coverage 
given to the more modern 
periods. The articles are writ- 
ten by a variety of scholars so 
that the danger of being pre- 
sented with a single person’s 
views or prejudices is lessened. 
The- result is clear, well writ- 
ten and excellently informed 
pieces from people who are 
experts in their field. 

It is noticeable that the only 
person singled out for an 
entire chapter ' to himself is 
John Wesley. Important 
though he is, one cannot help 
feeling that Cranmer and 
Hooker might have received 
just as much attention. The 
complete novice might find 
some of the discussion difficult 


to follow but this is by no 
means an obscure scholarly 
tome and most readers will find 
the contents informative yet 
readable. The chapters overlap 
cleverly so that those reading 
from cover to cover will, find 
themselves almost impercepti- 
bly moving onwards in time - 
which is how we experience 
history in reality. 

Scholarly technicalities have 
not been included but anyone 
wishing to pursue a topic fur- 
ther can use the wonderfully 
succinct reading lists for each 
chapter. The volume feels 
quite heavy to hold because of 
its high quality paper. It is 
properly bound so it will not 
fall to pieces unlike many 
modern paperbacks. Here we 
have something that will suit 
the general reader and anyone 
wishing to explore the latest 
ideas or needing to brush up 
on their English Church 
History and well worth £20. 

Elaine Bardwell 

The Revd Elaine Bardwell, Vicar of St 
Michael's New Marston, Oxford is 
Church History Tutor for Diocesan train- 
ing courses. 
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A Tale of Two Visions - the story of Scripture Union worldwide by 
Michael Hews (Scripture Union, £6.99) Scripture Union began in 1867 
when an office worker talked to 14 children in a London house, and now 
works in over 130 countries, playing a key role in encouraging daily Bible 
reading and nurturing children's faith. 

Reaching Children in Need by Patrick McDonald (Viva 
Network/Kingsway) £7.99 Giving tragic and joyful stories of children in 
need all over the world, the author, who lives in Oxford, tells how he founded 
the Viva Network to co-ordinate the efforts of Christians trying to help them. 

Common Praise (Canterbury Press full music edition £19.99; words 
only edition £8.99, paperback £6.99) The new edition of Hymns 
Ancient and Modern, designed to fit in with Common Worship and includ- 
ing useful indexes of Scripture references and Sunday themes. 

Percy Dearmer by Donald Gray (Canterbury Press, £12.99) 

A biography of a man who worked to bring colour and beauty into 
Anglican worship and who believed passionately in Christian socialism. 

England's Thousand Best Churches Simon Jenkins Penguin 
£16.99 A paperback edition of a beautifully illustrated book. 



A gift for younger readers 

Many Christian books make excellent Christmas gifts. Becky 
Adams looks at some of those which have recently been published. 


People of the Bible — Life and Customs by Silvia Gastadi and 
Claire Musalti (SCM Press large-format paperback, £12.95) offers 
a fascinating insight into everyday life from the time of Abraham to 
the time of Jesus. Each of the 50 double-page spreads, provides a 
picture window on a different theme - education, living conditions, 
food, the city of Jerusalem, or a bird's-eye view of the land of 
Palestine. The cartoon-type colour drawings and elements of 
humour will appeal to children of all ages. A very useful resource 
for families or children's groups, this book will do a lot to help chil- 
dren understand the social and cultural setting of the Bible stories. 

If You’d Been There in Bible Times (Scripture Union large-format 
hardback, £5.99) also provides useful background information 
alongside a more traditional Bible story approach. Colourful illus- 
trations accompany each double-page story, from Noah through to 
the resurrection. Among the asides it was interesting to discover 
that Goliath was reported as 3.2 m tall (six cubits and a span), and 
that human skeletons of that height which date from this time have 
been discovered in Palestine. Such intriguing snippets lend the tra- 
ditional stories an extra fascination and encourage the young read- 
er to explore further. 

God’s Kingdom by Geraldine McCaughrean (Orion, £8.99) offers 
imaginative re-tellings of well-known New Testament stories and 
parables. With beautiful watercolour illustrations (see example 
above) by Anna Leplar, this would make an attractive gift. The 
same artist adds a new dimension to the story of Noah's Ark retold 
by Georgie Adams (Orion, £4.50). The dramatic flood pictures, in 
particular, make the story come alive even for the youngest reader. 

Runners by Kathy Lee is a recent addition to the Seasiders Series 
from Scripture Union (£2.99). This adventure story is set in a sea- 
side town where Jake lives with his family who run Seaview Hotel. 
Jake's mum takes pity on a homeless women and her daughter, 
offering work and a place to stay. But what is the real identity of 
the new arrivals? And who are they running from? With 120 pages 
in short chapters, the adventure that follows is sure to keep the 
attention of young independent readers. 

In Pins and Needles by Janet Slater Bottin(Scripture Union, 
£2.99), Peter Ivan Nicholas Smith (PINS) is surprised by a 
squeaky voice from under the garden seat. He did not know that 
hedgehogs could talk, but soon Pins becomes firm friends with 
Needles, the hedgehog. Needles learns about road safety and Pins 
discovers how great God is. With lively illustrations by Tony Goffe, 
this latest addition to the 'Read to Me' series is ideal; to be read 
aloud to children up to about six years old, and is sure to amuse. 


Oxford saves the carol 


CAROLS were originally 
dancing songs - the word 
comes from the old French 
carolle , a ring dance - and the 
early medieval Church disap- 
proved of them. Carols as we 
know them date from the 
15 th century, developing 
alongside nativity and mys- 
tery plays. 

Cheerful and 
unsophisticated, 
they were sung 
by ordinary people in the ver- 
nacular, in contrast to the 
more polished Latin singing 
in the churches. But carol- 
singing went into serious 
decline, through suppression 
by the Puritans and the grad- 
ual weakening of community 
traditions. By the mid- 19th 
century ‘God rest ye, merry 
gentlemen’ was the only carol 
people knew. 

Oxford played an important 
part in their revival at the end 
of the 19th century. The 
Bodleian Library was a valu- 
able source of old manu- 
scripts, and some medieval 
carols were still being sung in 
the colleges. Christmas 


Carols Old and New (1871), 
edited by two members of 
Magdalen College, the organ- 
ist John Stainer and 
H.R.Bramley, a Fellow, 
helped to re-establish carol- 
singing and to bring it into 
the churches. The Oxford 
Book of Carols (1928) had 
an even 
greater 
impact, con- 
tributing to 
the growth of carol services 
by providing a source book 
of Teal carols’, true to their 
origins, as Percy Dearmer, 
one of the editors (a former 
Librarian of Pusey House, 
Oxford) explains in his intro- 
duction to the book. 

His translation of a 15th-cen- 
tury ‘rollicking’ text (found in 
German and Latin) is a good 
example of a Teal carol’. 

Unto us a boy is born! 

King of all creation, 
came he to a world forlorn, 
the Lord of every nation. 

Now may Mary's Son who came 
so long ago to love us, 
lead us all with hearts aflame 
unto the joys above us. 


Hymn notes 

by Clare Wenham 


In the next issue we continue our new series on hymn-writers asso- 
ciated with this Diocese and the stories behind some of the hymns. 


Christianity in a nutshell 


IF YOU are genuinely interested 
in God and the Church, you will 
have acquired the superb 
Oxford Dictionary of the 
Christian Church, whose third 
edition was published in 1997. If 
however you cannot fork out £70 
for the full monty, then this con- 
cise paperback edition is ideal. 

Its contents are a masterpiece 
of compression with over 5000 
entries, from Aaron to Zwingli 
ranging over all the Christian 
churches, eastern and western, 
ancient and modem. The tone is 
inoffensively Anglican, neither 
puritan nor papist (though why 
only a list of Popes at the back, 
and not Archbishops of 
Canterbury or Ecumenical 
Patriarchs?). The dictionary's 
particular strength lies in patris- 
tic, historical and liturgical sub- 
jects, yet there is also good but 
brief coverage of biblical books 
and topics as well as doctrine, 


spirituality and pastoralia. 
Despite some attempt in this lat- 
est revision to ‘update’ (with 
entries on Black Churches and 
Feminist Theology, for 
instance), you will look in vain 
for definitions of 

Postmodernism, New Age. or 
phenomena such as Forward in 
Faith or Affirming Catholicism. 
But remember it's only milk, not 
meat. If you live on this concise 
version alone you will be depriv- 
ing yourself of the parent vol- 
ume which once tasted will lead 
you on to lifelong feast. 

J.E. Bardwell Librarian, St 
Stephen's House, Oxford. 

CONCISE OXFORD 
DICTIONARY OF 
THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH EDITED 
E. A. LIVINGSTONE 
0UP £8.99 



Earn £30-£35 per set. 

Learn to apply 
Nail Extensions 
Train to be a Nail Technician 
Certificate and Diploma Courses 
available. I -3 day intensive courses. 
I day course £65 ♦ VAT 
For a product brochure and 
further information on professional 
training, please call 
01793 702909 


LOSE FAT NOW! 


Appetite Suppressants, Fat 
Magnets, Creatine, MSM, 
Diet/Exercise Plans. 
Potential 8% body-fat loss in 
just 4 weeks. 

If you're serious about losing 
weight contact: 

NEW LIFE HEALTH, PO Box 94 
PENRYN 'R10 8CE 

Tel: 07977 422502 

www newlif ehealth net 


DOCS AWAY 

the best way for you and 
your doj to Europe 

Book your travel with us and 
we make a FREE appointment 
with a French vet lor your dog 
to get its licks and tapeworm’ 
treatment, before you 
return home. 

We book cross ch innel travel, 
en route hotels rnd a wide 
range of inclusiv * holidays 

Scanner rental i available 


for 200 


For more informat: 

dsit 

our website a 


www.dogsaway 

k 

or telephone 020 8* 

311 

We won’t let you o 

UR 

dog down! 



D.I.Y. TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 

BT ULTIMATE 106 (1+6) £199 
OLYMPUS OLYCOM M2280 (2+8) £399 
Easy to install, save on installation costs. 

Installation kits also available 
Larger systems also available 
Prices on request 

Phone now for more information and ask for Edward T McKenna 

MECATRONICS SERVICES 

Tel: 01865 715882 or 07715 862294 ch 


There are many forms of suffering. In AZERBAIJAN 
the church is growing and the number of new 
converts is thrilling to see. Their problem is that 90% 
are out of work and lack food. 

Can you help by adopting a Christian family by 
setting aside 10% of your weekly food bill, and World 
in Need will forward the money 
to the family concerned. 

Write to: World IN Need, PO Box 109, ^ 

Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2ZN 
or caU 01892 669834 
A Registered Christian Charity No. 800940 

The National Blood Service ’5^ 
needs volunteers to assist at 
local sessions with the serving of 
refreshments and caring for 
resting donors. 

This role is vital to the smooth 
running of the sessions and takes 
up 4 to 5 hours every couple of 
months. 

If you feel you can spare the time to 
assist us please 
call Sharon Townsend at the 

National Blood Service 
(01865) 447921 

We are counting on you 


INTER AGENCY DAY CARE 
GROUP, OXFORD 

We need enthusiastic, self-motivated, 
innovative staff to join our friendly team 
providing day care for elderly people with 
mental health problems. 

DAY CENTRE ORGANISER 

2 days per week 
£1308 pro rata 

DAY CENTRE DEPUTY ORGANISER 

2 days per week 
£1029 pro rata 

DAY CARE ASSISTANT(S) 

2-4 days per week 
£8946 pro rata. 

For further details and application 
form contact 

Helen Baker, Tel: 01865 552983 


EARN WHAT 
YOU'RE WORTH 


OWN YOUR LIFE! 

£500 pm £1 00,000 pa 
(proof available) 

P/T or F/T from home. 
^ Genuine opportunity 


FREE INFO CALL: 

01892 661025 

DISMISSAL OR 
DISCRIMINATION 


Hive you been treated 
unfairly at work? 
Want to know if you can 
claim compensation? 

FOR FREE INITIAL 
ADVICE CALL: 

0118 956 1343 
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V I VI VI 3 PRINTING 

DESIGN & PRINTING 

• Letterheads • Presentation Folders 

• Business Cards • Scanning 

• Leaflets • Proofing 

• Brochures • CD Burning 

• Envelopes • Labels 

• Rubber Stamps 

Tel: 0118 984 

Email: admin@vivid-prii 


To meet the needs of individuals & small business 



Have you practical skills - housekeeping, 
cooking, DIY etc? 

Do you want to serve the Lord by serving his people? 
Stanton House, a Christian retreat house near Oxford, 
needs new members for its resident team, combining 
practical skills with a love for people. 

Full board and lodging provided, plus an honourarium. 
Applications considered from married couples or single 
people. 

Enquiries and applications (with CV) to: 

The Chairman of Trustees, 
c/o Stanton House, Stanton St John 
OXFORD 0X33 1HQ 
Telephone: 01865 358807 
Closing date: 31st October 2000 









Ten days in Kimberley 

Robert Jeffrey, sub-dean of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford, writes about his visit to our twin Diocese of Kimberley 
& Kuruman, his last stop on a round-the-world tour 


Burford shares the good news 

The beautiful Burford Benefice is the gateway to the Cotswolds. But its churches are gateways in another way. Their Vicar, 
Richard Coombs describes how four parishes are sharing resources and working together to spread the good news of Jesus 


WHEN I was in Brisbane I had 
a request from Kimberley to 
conduct a two-day conference 
for clergy on the subject of 'indi- 
genisation'.This is a rather tech- 
nical term which means finding 
ways of relating the Gospel to 
the local culture. The Church in 
South Africa having fought a 
major battle over apartheid is 
now turning its mind to how it 
can relate the Gospel to contem- 
porary African life and thought. 
The conference was attended by 
nearly all the clergy, some of 
whom had travelled a long dis- 
tance. Bishop Moseki was there 
to welcome all. 

African concepts of God are 
not the same as western ones 
and there is a need to find lan- 
guage and symbols, which relate 
to African experience. The wor- 
ship of the Church of the 
Province of Southern Africa is 
based on old fashioned forms of 
Anglo-Catholic worship and 
needs updating. The patterns of 
ministry are tied to an authori- 
tarian structure and need a new 
missionary dimension. 

Moffat and Livingstone 

Afterwards I went on a trip to 
the Moffat Mission in Kuruman. 
This is the ecumenical training 
centre for lay and ordained min- 
isters. The facilities are impres- 
sive and the history fascinating. 
Robert Moffat had translated 


the Bible and printed it in the 
local language. His daughter 
married David Livingstone in 
the Mission church on the edge 
of the Kalahari Desert. 

Dignity and love 

I also preached at the Cathedral 
and in St Francis Church in one 
of the townships and conducted 
a half-day training session for 
1000 lay ministers. There is a 
desperate need for more training 
all over this vast Diocese. I was 
most kindly looked after by 
Sister Camilla Mary at St 
Monica's House of Prayer. But 
there was much sadness around 
because of the sudden death of 
the wife of the Dean of 
Kimberley, Justus Marcus. He is 
a gracious and learned priest, 
who is now finding life difficult. 
I was able to sympathise with 
him because my own wife had 
died in similar circumstances 
five years earlier and we devel- 
oped a real bond. 

The Diocese is battling on 
bravely with limited resources 
against the background of a 
society which, in the post 
apartheid situation, is slowly 
gaining confidence but suffers 
from a lack of investment, 60% 
unemployment, and the ghastly 
effects of AIDS. Against all these 
odds the people of South Africa 
have great dignity and love. They 
deserve our prayer and support. 


HEADING west to the 
Windmill roundabout on the 
A40 between Witney and 
Burford the landscape sud- 
denly changes. The rolling 
hills fall away into the dis- 
tance, the river Windrush val- 
ley winds its way up the val- 
ley to the right and dry stone 
walls divide up the fields. 
This roundabout marks the 
gateway to the Cotswolds. It 
is also the gateway to the 
benefice of Burford, 
Fulbrook, Taynton, Asthall, 
Swinbrook and Widford. The 
churches in the benefice are 
praying and working so that 
they become the gateway to 
hope, the gateway to life and 
the gateway to joyful rela- 
tionship with Jesus Christ. 
Over the last two years the 
churches been trying some 
new initiatives to build up the 
churches and reach out to the 
local area. 

Music for all tastes 

A benefice service now draws 
all four parishes together 
once a month with one of 
them hosting the service each 
month. A benefice-wide choir 
under the leadership of a new 
musical director, Hilary 
Tadman-Robins leads these 
services, singing a variety of 
traditional and more modem 
music. The amount of liturgy 
has been reduced and simpli- 
fied and the aim is to make 
the whole service accessible to 
visitors and newcomers. 
Coffee is served afterwards 
and there is a growing sense 
of fellowship and concern for 
one another. From time to 
time the benefice choir is 
invited to the village churches 
for special occasions such as a 
baptism or harvest service. 

Travelling family service 

A benefice-wide Sunday 
School ( main picture) meets 
in Burford as part of the 
11am service, attracting 


about 25 children. Once a 
month the whole Sunday 
school is invited to the family 
service which circulates 
around the four parishes, vis- 
iting a different parish each 
month. This means there is a 


viable number for a family 
service in villages with a small 
population and that the fami- 
lies visit each other’s churches. 

Alpha takes off 

With faith, fear and trem- 
bling, in January 2000 the 
first Burford Alpha course 
was launched with a leader- 


Burford, Fulbrook, 
Taynton, Asthall, 
Swinbrook and Widford 

The benefice runs along the 
Windrush valley, mostly to the 
north of the A40. It has a resi- 
dent population of about 2000 
but welcomes many thousands of 
visitors every year. The combined 
electoral roll is over 300. The 
churches are all medieval jewels 
from Burford's majestic 'cathe- 
dral to Widford's tiny chapel, 
perched on the banks of the river. 
Fulbrook, Taynton and Asthall or 
Swinbrook have services at 
9.30am and Burford has services 
at 8am, 11am (with Sunday 
School) and 6pm. The benefice 
service is held on the first Sunday 
each month at 10.30 in Burford. 
The churches have close links 
with the Anglican Benedictine 
Community at Burford Priory. 


ship team of 15 people. To 
the team’s amazement, 50 
people attended and lasted 
the course. Some have said 
how the course has brought 
them to faith in Christ, oth- 
ers, that they have grown in 


their faith and others that 
they have thought more 
about Christianity. Four Bible 
study groups have been start- 
ed for those who have done 
Alpha and others who are 
interested. The second Alpha 
course is scheduled for 
January 2001. 

Youthful approach 

The stereotype of Burford as 
uniformly middle-aged and 
elderly is not true. There are a 
number of young people in 
the benefice and many more 
who are at school in Burford 
and socialise locally. A group 
were confirmed in the spring 
and have formed the nucleus 
of a small group who are con- 
tinuing to meet together. It is 
hoped that this group will 
gradually attract others. The 
clergy take assemblies in the 
local schools and some of the 
students at Burford School’s 
boarding house help in 
Sunday School. 

It is difficult to run a 
benefice of four parishes with 
one vicar! The Lord has grad- 
ually been bringing together a 


staff team which is now made 
up of: Richard Coombs 

(vicar), Tom Farrell (NSM), 
Peter Harris (Verger), John 
Leach (LLM), Walter 
Maddocks (LLM), Ruth 
McCalman (Secretary), 
Hilary Tadman Robins 
(Director of Music). This 
group meets monthly to 
review, plan and have lunch 
together. The church wardens 
in the benefice meet quarterly 
with other representatives of 
the parishes in a benefice 
PCC. Gradually, and some- 
times painfully, the four 
parishes are beginning to 
work together and to see the 
strength in co-operation, 
valuing what is best in each 
individual parish and com- 
bining our resources to the 
benefit of all. 

Chrismas highlights 

As in all parishes, Christmas 
is a busy time in the Burford 
Benefice. Each of the four 
parishes has a carol service in 
the week before Christmas 
and there is a service in every 
parish on Christmas Day. A 
highlight is the annual 
Christingle Service (pictured 
below) which attracts more 
families than any other ser- 
vice. This year it will be held 
in Burford Church on 
Saturday 16 December at 
4pm. All are welcome. 




A BABY’S FEET but what of their future? Tearfund's 'Great 
Expectations' Christmas pack for churches looks at maternal 
health in the Third World in particular the hopes of Rekha, a 
Christian mother in India. The pack includes a drama script, 
photographs and children's activities. Ring 0845 355 8355 for 
the pack and 0800 1950102 for Tearfund's gift catalogue. 




Our work is... 
Caring 

Running nine residential 
and nursing homes 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry 

Another new home has 
just opened, increasing places available, but 
funds are urgently needed to build further 
homes to cater for the growing 
number of Board’s pensioners who need help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us continue 
this much needed work for those who have 
cared for others in the name of Christ. 

A copy of our appeals brochure illustrating the 
board’s charitable work, or words for inclusion 
in a will are available from the secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (OTD) 

FREEPOST, 

29 Great Smith Street, 
Westminster, 
London SW1P3PS 

Reg. Charity number 236627 
Please help us in any way you can. Thank you. 
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St. Brelade’s Bay, Jersey JE3 8EA, C.l. 

Tel: 0 1 534 42239 Fax: 0 1 534 47433 

Hotel Register® Non Licensed 

JERSEY’S ORIGINAL 
CHRISTIAN HOTEL.... 

A Hotel where service and guest care are paramount... 

A Hotel with views so stunning they catch your breath... 
A Hotel dedicated to peaceful relaxation... 

A Hotel whose food is renowned and applauded... 

A Hotel with private access to a magnificent beach 
through beautiful manicured gardens... 

Whether you ’ re a Church group , or a single traveller, 
don Y gamble with your precious holiday, come and 
experience a welcome and fellowship you thought were 
just a memory. 

THE BIARRITZ CHRISTIAN HOTEL JERSEY.... 
ONCE VISITED, NEVER FORGOTTEN. 
WINNER OF THE JERSEY TOURISM 
COURTESY HOTEL OF THE YEAR 
AWARD 

TELEPHONE NOW FOR A BROCHURE & TARRIF 

01534 742239 

biarritzhotel @ localdial.com 



A voice is heard in Ramah, 
weeping and great mourn- 
ing, Rachel weeping for her 
children .... Matthew 2:18 

YES, it is part of the story, the 
one we will celebrate with carols 
and crackers and Christmas 
pud this month. Exactly three 
days after we remember the 
baby in the manger, the 
Church recalls the innocent 
children who died in Herod’s 
spiteful outburst at the very 
thought that another king 
might rise up in Judea. Holy 
Innocents’ Day, on 28 
December, is probably one of 
the most incongruous feast- 
days of the Church, and per- 
haps' because of that, and its 
placing in the slip-stream of 
Christmas, one of the least 
widely observed. 

Which is a pity. Because, 
however much we may feel 
this story of violence done to 
the innocent is inappropriate 



by David Winter - 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


at a time of peace and good- 
will, the fact remains that this 
is exactly how the world is. 
Good news and sad news go 
hand in hand, as many of us 
have experienced. Christmas 
can be at one and the same 
time an occasion of joy and 
sorrow, laughter and tragedy, 
because these elements of life 
don’t exist in watertight com- 
partments, but mixed up in 
the messy business of ordi- 
nary human existence. It is 

Canon David Winter is 
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typical of the Bible’s honesty 
that it never for one moment 
suggests that we can have the 
joy without the suffering, 

And so it is at Christmas. 
The good news of the birth of 
the world’s Saviour is 
recounted in almost the same 
breath as the appalling news 
of innocent suffering. Yet they 
are not telling us two different 
truths, but one. The innocent 
children of Bethlehem died, as 
it were, so that the Saviour 
might live. Later, the Saviour 
was to die so that the children 
of Bethlehem might live, and 
all the rest of us who turn to 
him. 

Jesus came into the world as 
it is, so that the love of God 
could reach us where we are. 
In one sense, the innocent 
don’t need him, but all the rest 
of us certainly do, not only for 
forgiveness, but to make sense 
of the strange world in which 
we find ourselves. 










